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DIRECTORY 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
2021/2022 

 
 Committee Member Portfolio   Contact 
 James Hepburn Commodore and   021 477 324 
  Race Officer Trailer Yachts 
 Jim Pasco Treasurer and   021 143 1199 
  Race Officer Keelers 
 Greg Reeve Secretary and Handbook    
 Murray Pearce Sponsorship, Handicap Admin 027 495 1223 
  and Gulf Classic Liaison   
 Flip Rayner Website, Facebook,  021 354 773 
  YNZ and NZTYA Liaison 
 Tim Hayward Bilgewater Editor   027 444 5902 
 Andrew Jones Social Coordinator and  022 326 1993 
  Handicap Admin  

      
Non-Committee Portfolios 

 Dean Herrmann Seamanship Training  027 437 4001 
 Hugh Beecroft Compound Convenor  027 496 7033 
 David Whitburn Compound Site Manager  027 384 1014 
   

Website: www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz 
Email: waikatoyachtsquadron@gmail.com 

         :        Waikato Yacht Squadron  
 

PO Box 4263, HAMILTON 3247 
 

Our first and foremost objective is to encourage and support  

safe family sailing ï both cruising and racing  

  

http://www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz/
mailto:waikatoyachtsquadron@gmail.com
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/haah5hw9Ω{ /haa9b¢ 
 
After the first half of the season was interrupted with covid restrictions, we have been forced to 
pack most of our season into half a season.  Since our last Bilgewater we have run two club 
events.  The first was the Tarahiki race.  This weekend was originally planned to be the Motuihe 
race, but with an approaching tropical storm it was decided to run an event that allowed the fleet 
to stay close to the boat ramp.  A small fleet of club boats tackled the event and were safely back 
at the compound before the storm hit.  The second event was the rescheduled Motuihe race.  The 
conditions could not have offered more of a contrast with light fickle winds leading to a shortened 
course. 
 
This month we were fortunate enough to have Flip share with the Squadron his experiences sailing 
a trailer yacht across the Cook Straight and around the sounds.  It was fascinating to see some of 
the sights and to hear of his experiences and some of the challenges he had to overcome.  LΩƳ 
sure most in attendance were inspired to follow in his footsteps one day.  This month we have 
Nigel Lancaster presenting.  He will be sharing some of his wealth of knowledge about sailing in 
the Gulf and in particular cruising locations around the Coromandel Peninsula.  This should give 
members some inspiration leading up to the club's Coromandel race in April. 
 
Over the last couple of months my boys have been getting into their dinghy sailing on Hamilton 
Lake.  It has been wonderful watching them get to grips with sailing their optimists.  In a fit of 
jealousy I went out and bought myself a Laser so that I could join in with them.  It has been a while 
since I last sailed a small dinghy.  A rookie mistake (tiller on top of the traveller) led to a capsize, 
but it has been very enjoyable.  My boys entered their first race last weekend which was a very 
proud Dad moment. 
 
As I am sure many of you are aware, this coming weekend is the Gulf Classic.  At the time of writing 
this report our numbers are up on last years.  A massive thanks to the organising committee and 
in particular Murray Pearse for all of his organisation of this event.  For a small club like ours it 
takes a huge effort to put on an event of this scale.  It is also great to see a good number of WYS 
boats in the fleet.  Fingers crossed for good weather and a covid free event. 
 
There is plenty more sailing to be had before the end of the season.  This edition of the Bilgewater 
has the latest update to our calendar.  It has certainly been a challenge managing the calendar 
this season and we are very grateful to the members for their patience and 
understanding.  Hopefully this will be the last revision to the calendar and if all goes to plan we 
would have managed to run all of our usual club events despite all of the covid related disruptions. 

 
James 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 
We warmly welcome the following new members. 
 
Robert Paine and Felicity Reid, and their daughter and son in law Megan and Jono Lockwood 
have all recently joined the Squadron.  They jointly own a Noelex 22 called ΨDream OnΩ that they 
purchased last year that will be based at the Kawakawa Bay compound.  Robert and Felicity live 
at Remuera while Jono and Megan live at Northcote Point.  Most of their previous sailing was 
some years ago, mainly in sailing dinghies.  More recently they have completed a sailing course in 
a keeler.  They are looking forward to getting back into sailing with their trailer yacht.  Megan also 
mentions she was once an Opti sailor, and her husband Jono is a keen kite surfer.  Not only that, 
but on the day I spoke to Megan, Jono was part way through a bike ride from Cape Reinga to Bluff! 
 
We also welcome Phil Ellison  who lives at Hautapu near Cambridge and has recently purchased 
ΨMoana ReoΩ a Moonraker 23 trailer yacht.  ΨMoana ReoΩ, previously owned by Paul Weaver will 
continue to be based in the Kawakawa Bay compound.  Phil says he has mainly been a power 
ōƻŀǘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ψaƻŀƴŀ wŜƻΩ ƻǳǘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
on her. 
 
Simon Thomson who lives at Ruapuke near Raglan is also a new member.  Simon has often sailed 
ƻƴ CƭƛǇ wŀȅƴŜǊΩǎ DŀȊŜƭƭŜ Ψ9ǎŎŀǊƎƻǘΩ Φ  IŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǿƴǎ ŀ Lidgard Van Dieman trailer yacht called 
ΨSquirtΩ which he has sailed recently in our Ponui and Motuihe events, picking up a 3rd placing out 
of 11 trailer yachts in the recent Motuihe race.  On the return to Kawakawa Bay his outboard gave 
up, but he managed to successfully sail into the breakwater and dock at the pontoon with the jib 
half raised.  Well done with that!  Simon has also recently purchased a Gazelle called ΨTrebleΩ 
which he will have out on the water after completing some work to the electrics and the windows.  
It will be good to have another Gazelle in the fleet as extra competition for Flip. 
 
I am sure everyone will help our new members to find their way around and we look forward to 
meeting up with all of you out on the water. 
 
 

 
 

Please support Burnsco, Hamilton, the Squadronôs main sponsor.  They provide the prizes for 

all our sailing events and are also a key sponsor of the Gulf Classic  
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!wh¦b5 ¢I9 C[99¢ ΧΧΧΧΦ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ όƻǊ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎύ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ōƻŀǘǎ 
cruising north during February.  Tim Friedel on Beneteau First 235, ΨEggs BeneΩ has sailed up to 
the Bay of Islands, while Ged and Kay Arbuckle have cruised from Kawakawa Bay to Whangarei 
in their Noelex 25, ΨCharisΩ όƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ƛƭƎŜǿŀǘŜǊύΦ  Hinrich Voges and Kirstie 
Inglis towed their Joker 820 ΨWǳǊȅΩǎ wƛƎΩ to the Bay of Islands where they spent a week cruising.  
Meantime, Raglan members Alex Kirby sailing Ross 780 ΨFloydy BoyΩ and Ken Thomas on Gazelle 
ΨKina BoysΩ were last seen heading out to Great Barrier Island at the end of February.    
 
News for the trailer yacht fleet that Hugh Beecroft has recently taken over the role of Kawakawa 
Bay Compound Convenor.  We promise to try to make life easy for you Hugh!  And a big thanks to 
Wayne Johnstone for the many years that he has undertaken the role. 
 
The Hepburn fleet has increased in size again with James Hepburn adding a laser to the parking 
lot of boats at the Hepburn estate.  He bought the laser so he can sail with his sons when they are 
out sailing their Optimists.  However, it seems the parking lot has now reached capacity as 
ΨKittiwakeΩ, his (very quick) Joker 820Σ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ  {ƻ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ wƻǎǎ 
тулΩǎΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ hǇǘƛƳƛǎǘǎΣ ŀ tƘŀǎŜ н όƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘύΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛally built 18 foot skiff, a 
CŀǊǊ тнт ƪŜŜƭŜǊ όƴƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘύΣ ŀ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜǊ мтΧΧΦΦ  ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛŦǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ 
ōƻŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŀȅ άƎƻ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ WŀƳŜǎέΗ  !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ 
(of any shape, description, or condition) why not try James first! 
 

 
Who says Iôve got too many boats?  (PS. My boatôs in this photo  too ï itôs the white one) 
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Congratulations to Dean and Nola Herrmann who have now made the transition from living on a 
ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƴŜŀǊ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΩ ƧƻōǎΣ ǘƻ ƴƻǿ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨMasterplanΩ their 
Moody 42 ƪŜŜƭŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ - all the joys, challenges and 
so on.  Who knows, there may be other members contemplating doing the same thing who would 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ  L ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƳƻǊŜΗ 
 
A big thanks to Flip Rayner for an entertaining and informative talk and slideshow at the February 
нн bƻƎ Ψƴ bŀǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ¸ŀŎƘǘ /ƭǳōΦ  CƭƛǇ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Gazelle trailer yacht 
ΨEscargotΩ across Cook Strait and then cruising Queen Charlotte Sound and the Tory Channel.  Lots 
ƻŦ ǘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƴǘǎΦ  IŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀŘ Ψ9ǎŎŀǊƎƻǘΩ άǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ς aka, a major centrecase/keel 
ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ DǊŜŀǘ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ 
that as a way to get a hull survey carried out though!  So if you are contemplating a trip across the 
Strait sailing from/to Mana and/or around the sounds, then Flip is the person to speak to.    
 
And while on the subject of keels, Stu Giles has had the keel off ΨBrittanyΩ his Jeanneau 42 keeler 
to undertake repairs to minor damage caused by a seabed nudge.  Now even stronger than when 
Brittany was first built which is a great outcome.  Interestingly both Flip, Stu and also on our boat 
Ψ/ƘŀǊƭŜȅΩΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƪŜŜƭ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŎŀǎŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ undertaken, in each case we discovered 
unknown, hidden damage that had occurred under previous owners that we also took the 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ΧΧΧΦ   
 
 
 

[!{¢ ahb¢IΩ{ - WHERE WAS THIS? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you work this out?  
  
ΨUhuru IIΩ was anchored at 
the western end of Surfdale 
Beach in Huruhi Bay, Waiheke 
Island   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
First of all a note if you are intending to participate in one of our sailing events, including if 
proposing to just attend the beach gathering when you are out cruising.  It is beneficial to let the 
Officer of the Day/Race Officer know of your likely/possible attendance a day or two in advance, 
by text or phone.  That way if there are any changes to the proposed race or the beach gathering, 
or even cancellation due to weather, you will be advised directly of the change.  While any race 
changes and the beach gathering destination will usually be broadcast on VHF channel 77, that 
channel generally relies on line of sight, so depending on where you are located you may not hear 
it.  However, if you have advised the Officer of the Day in advance you can be texted the details 
directly.   
 
This follows a couple of instances where a trailer yacht out on the water did not hear the channel 
77 details of the beach gathering destination, while in another instance there was a change of 
trailer yacht race start line and course.  The Officer of the Day could see a yacht sailing from 
Kawakawa Bay just before the race start, but could not raise it on channel 77 to advise the change 
and it was too far distant for binoculars to reveal which boat it was - Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ άǿƘƛǘŜ Ƙǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭέ 
(and sailing quite nicely too)!   
 

Gulf Classic Open Endurance Race 
11 - 13 March 2022 
Yes, our flagship event, the 40th DǳƭŦ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ hǇŜƴ 9ƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ wŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ 
in this event before, then why not this year!  Four race divisions ensure everyone is catered for.  
40/60/80 mile divisions for trailer yachts and an 80 mile keeler division. We have 22 entries at the 
time of writing this and there is still time for you to get a late entry in.   
 
Based from the Maraetai Beach Boating Club, the race briefing will be held at 2030 hours on the 
Friday night, with racing commencing from 1000 hours on Saturday morning, and the prizegiving 
held on Sunday.  A quick and simple electronic Entry Form, plus the Notice of Race and Course 
Information can be found on the Squadron website.  
www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz   

 

 
 
  

http://www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=waikato+yacht+squadron&form=ANSPH1&refig=68f6a5de0eec40d69386ffb2fdc3e713&pc=U531&sp=1&qs=HS&pq=waikato&sk=PRES1&sc=8-7&cvid=68f6a5de0eec40d69386ffb2fdc3e713
https://www.bing.com/search?q=waikato+yacht+squadron&form=ANSPH1&refig=68f6a5de0eec40d69386ffb2fdc3e713&pc=U531&sp=1&qs=HS&pq=waikato&sk=PRES1&sc=8-7&cvid=68f6a5de0eec40d69386ffb2fdc3e713
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aŀǊŎƘ bƻƎ Ψƴ bŀǘǘŜǊ 
Tuesday 22 March 2022 at Hamilton Yacht Club 7:30pm 
άCoromandel Cruising with Nigel Lancasterέ  
!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ bƻƎ Ψƴ bŀǘǘŜǊ we look at a pictorial overview and discussion on the Islands, 
anchorages and hazards of the Coromandel area.  A look at the effects the weather can have on 
some of these wonderful anchorages and a glimpse at some of the club activities in these 
locations.   Photos, digital charts and views from Google earth all through a data projector to make 
your cruising in the area safe and enjoyable.  Ideal timing with Easter at Coromandel coming up! 
 

 
Just one of the many Coromandel anchorages weôll hear about 

 

Hooks Bay Sailing Event and Race 
Saturday 26 March 2022 
Note that this is a programme change, with the rescheduling of the December race that was 
postponed due to the Auckland border restrictions.  The trailer yachts are scheduled to start at 
1000 hours from Kawakawa Bay, the keelers starting from Pine Harbour at 1030 hours.  The finish 
line for trailer yachts will be at Hooks Bay, or at the Pakatoa wharf if there are heavy northerly 
conditions.  The keeler finish line will be at the Pakatoa wharf.  The beach gathering will be at a 
bay in the Waiheke Channel to be advised on the race day.  Officers of the Day are trailer yachts 
ς Hugh Beecroft (phone 027-496 7033), keelers ς .Ǌȅŀƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ όǇƘƻƴŜ лнт-487 8215).  Further 
details are provided in the Notice of Race on page 26 below. 
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Keelers only Tarahiki Race 
Saturday 2 April 2022 
This race makes up for the keelers having missed the previously scheduled Tarahiki race.  The race 
start is at Pine Harbour at 1030 hours, with the finish line at the Ruthe Passage.  Officer of the Day 
is David Douglas (phone 021-121 0760). 
 

Night Race and Round the Buoys Races for Trailer Yachts 
Friday 8 April and Saturday 9 April 2022 

Again this is a change from the original programme.  The night race will be held on the Friday night 
with a series of around the buoys races in Kawakawa Bay on the Saturday.  Start time for the night 
race is 1930 hours and for the Saturday races will be 1030 hours.  The Race Officer of the Day for 
both events is James Hepburn (phone 021-477 324) and the courses for both events will be 
determined closer to the time. 
 

Coromandel Sailing Event and Race ς Easter Weekend 
Friday 15 April 2022 (Good Friday)  
The trailer yachts are scheduled to start at 1000 hours from Kawakawa Bay, the keelers starting 
from Pine Harbour at 1030 hours.  The finish line is between the Cow and Calf Islands at the 
entrance to Coromandel Harbour.  Officers of the Day are trailer yachts ς Alan Macdonald (phone 
021-279 5222), keelers ς Dean Herrmann (phone 021-437 4001).  Further details are provided in 
the Notice of Race on page 27 below. 
 

Coromandel ς Breakfast on the Beach Followed by Our Annual 
Fishing Competition 
Saturday 16 April 2022 
The breakfast will be at the bay we have anchored in for the night following the race to 
Coromandel, while the fishing competition weigh-in will be at a beach destination to be 
nominated on the day.  The coordinator for the fishing competition is Tracey-Lee Perry. 
 

Mercury Bay Cruise for Trailer Yachts and Keelers 
17 ς 24 April 2022 
This cruise will leave from Coromandel on Easter Monday, 17 April 2022.  The event coordinators 
tba.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƴƻǿΗ 
 

 

 

 

Great Mercury Island 

awaits you!  

 

 


