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COMMODORE’S COMMENT 
 
It was a bit of a slow start, but winter has finally arrived.  It was wonderful catching up with so 
many of you last month at the prize-giving.  After such a trying season it was great to look back at 
all the moments that made the season and to celebrate success.   
 
Congratulations to our major prize winners: 
TY Open - Tim Hayward (Charley) 
TY Handicap - Hugh Beecroft (E Type 2) 
Keeler Division - Jim Pasco (Acushla) 
 
It was also nice to be able to award the John and Lynne Pollard award.  As the coming season 
progresses it would be awesome if you could all keep in mind those members who have helped 
out so that we can acknowledge them at the end of the season. 
 
This month we have our AGM.  The AGM represents the start of the next season. Fingers crossed 
next season goes without a hitch. 
 
I’m sure many of you are making the most of the winter to get through all those maintenance jobs 
that are inevitable with sailboats.  I’ve been busy repairing the damage sustained at the Gulf 
Classic and trying to get to the bottom of my leaking issue on Ghost Train.  I also picked up a little 
Cherry 16 from the dump shop in Coromandel.  My boys have been enjoying the process of fixing 
up the little beasty. 
 
Of course, just because it is winter, doesn't mean we have to stop sailing.  BOPTYS continue to run 
their winter series on the first Sunday of every month.  It has also just been announced that the 
Ngaroto winter regatta (John Dixon memorial) will be taking place on the weekend of the 23rd 
and 24th of July.  This event is great fun and it gets even better when loads of boats turn 
up.  Hopefully I’ll be taking the freshly repaired Cherry. 
 
Finally, a heads up for next season.  We have booked Maraetai for the 11th of March 2023 for the 
Gulf Classic.  So book that one in now! 
 

 
 

James  
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INTERVIEW WITH NOLA HERRMANN 
 

I had the privilege of interviewing Nola at Coromandel over Easter.  Here’s the interview 

transcript – Bilgewater Ed. 

 

You grew up in Zimbabwe – what was that like? 
It was the civil war years with terrorism, sanctions from Britain, and shortages.  Zimbabwe had 
declared a UDI – a Unilateral Declaration of Independence from Britain.  Men, young and old, 
went off for 6 week call-ups and came back with camo paint all over their faces.  It was pretty 
tense at times and I’d worry that I wouldn’t see my Dad again.  I remember some heart-breaking 
memorial services at school for people who had been killed.  If you wanted to go somewhere like 
South Africa, you had to go as part of an army convoy.   
 
However, as a child it was in many ways still a great place to grow up in terms of day to day life 
with school and friends, and it was all we had ever known. 
 
The war ended when I was 12 years old and Mugabe’s party took over.  It was great for a while 
but then went pear-shaped in 2001 with farmland taken from farmers and the collapse of the 
economy. 
 
 

 
Nola’s First Day at School in Zimbabwe 

 
 

 
Amazingly, Nola’s School put Her in a 

Group that had a Yacht as its Badge! 

 

 
 



  Bilgewater June 2022 

4 

 

When and how did you and Dean meet? 
We met in 1991.  I was a pharmacist and Dean was a civil engineer.  It all came about through my 
matchmaker mother!  She spotted Dean at a neighbour’s birthday party, and told us that there 
was a boy housesitting next door that my sister and I had to meet when we returned from working 
in Cape Town.  She invited Dean over and eventually I had to concede that she was spot on!  
 
Our first actual date was on a sailing boat on a nearby lake.  It was an Enterprise sailing dinghy 
and I wasn’t impressed – Dean was so bossy!  We had a picnic on an island where there were guys 
catching blue-headed lizards as bait and I was horrified!   
 
We eventually got engaged in Turkey and were married in 1993 in Zimbabwe.  After a year in 
Zimbabwe, followed by a year in Mauritius, Dean’s work took us to Swaziland where we lived for 
6 years and had our two children before coming to New Zealand. 
 

Tell us some more about your early sailing 
We sailed a charter yacht for a week on Lake Kariba, with Kariba Yacht Safaris.  That was a bit of 
an eye opener for me with crocodiles’ eyes reflecting our torchlight at night and our first spinnaker 
wrap!  Dean also had a share in a sailing boat back then and we spent part of our honeymoon 
cleaning bees out of the cabin in the heat of the Zambezi Valley.  I knew what I was getting, “bossy 
and boats”!  
     
Early on, Dean followed me to France for some OE.  Trying to find work once the skiing season 
ended, we applied for a job in the UK and got it - working on a charter boat in Turkey and Greece 
for the summer of 1992.  The boat was a complete mess as the previous skipper had an alcohol 
problem.  He had used tea-light candles all winter and there was soot on everything.  We had to 
clean, sand and paint the outside of the boat too – while it was in the water!  She was a 60 foot 
concrete schooner from Wales.   
 
One of the best fortnights was the one we had ten fun-loving Aussies on board.  Dean was the 
watersports instructor (waterskiing and windsurfing) while I was the cook and bottle-washer.  It 
was hard work but I enjoyed it and it gave us the chance to explore some of the Med between 
Turkey and Italy.  On that trip we met a South African doctor and his wife who lived aboard.  They 
told us their story and we thought that would be fun to do one day.  It has taken us just 30 years! 
 

And how did you end up in NZ? 
Dean had done OE in Australia and New Zealand before we met and spoke highly of New Zealand.  
After 6 years in Swaziland he wanted to see if he could get work there, so he came over and scored 
four job offers.  He said Hamilton was a bit like Harare the capital of Zimbabwe and he thought I 
would like it there, so he took that job and here we are.  Dean makes things happen!   

(No wonder the new boat was already called ‘Masterplan’ – Bilgewater Ed) 

 

Sailing started again in NZ – was that part of Dean’s plan? 
Dean bought a frostply sailing dinghy to sail at Lake Karapiro with the kids.  I wasn’t involved much 
and was definitely the weakest link.  There wasn’t enough space for four, I didn’t enjoy dinghy 
sailing, and I thought there was just too much fluffing around with rigging and de-rigging.   
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Dean wanted to buy a trailer yacht but my experience of the one in Zimbabwe meant that I wasn’t 
supportive of that idea.  During this time Dean was also heavily involved in gliding, with us 
spending weekends with the kids at the Piako gliding club.  He already had his pilot’s licence from 
overseas and had his first solo glider flight at Raglan.  That interest got taken over with kids’ sports; 
all part of the changing family seasons.  
 
Meantime, while nothing was happening on the boat front, Dean was busy doing sailing courses 
– Dayskipper, Boatmaster and his Coastal Skipper exam – all before he had a boat.    

(Looks like Dean had a plan – Bilgewater Ed.) 

 

So what changed? 
I was diagnosed with cancer of the oesophagus in May 2011.  I had apparently had it for three 
years but not known, and it was quite advanced, stage 3.  However, after treatment I was 
thankfully given the all clear in November 2011.   
 
That underscored for me that life is short.  We had spent a lot of time renovating an old home, 
which is a bottomless pit really.  I had always thought there would be time later on.  My 
perspective changed and I said to Dean “if you want to get a boat then let’s do it”.   The kids also 
liked the idea as it was something we could do together as a family. 
 
It took Dean about an hour to get onto the Waikato Yacht Squadron.   He contacted the Secretary, 
Peter Stark, who said there was a Christmas function the next week and to “come along and you’ll 
hear about boats for sale”.  When we bought our Joker 820 ‘Jury’s Rig’, we had already paid to 
charter a Raven 31 keeler for a holiday in the Bay of Islands so we went ahead with that holiday 
in early 2012.  We have sailed ‘Jury’s Rig’ for the past 10 years now, right up to her sale to Hinrich 
and Kirstie following our recent purchase of our keeler ‘Masterplan’.  
 

 
Happy Times – Nola Helming ‘Jury’s Rig’.  Dean Obeying Orders …. Perhaps! 
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So you like sailing now?  What do you like most and what the least? 
Yes, I do like cruising.  We have had the best times ever sailing with the kids on ‘Jury’s Rig’.   
 
I love being at anchor in a beautiful bay, but I’m not so interested in racing.  Also, nothing about 
sailing is intuitive to me.  I have to think about everything, to consider the cause and its effects 
which can feel like quite hard work. 
 
In 2017 Dean and I crewed on a passage from New Zealand to Tonga on a Cavalier 45.  Once we 
had got over 2 days of seasickness we had a really great time and a lot of fun.  Unfortunately with 
little wind it took us 12 days to sail there, which meant we only had half a day before having to fly 
back home for work.    
 

Do you have a favourite anchorage? 
There are so many I love - lots of places in the Bay of Islands, Coromandel, Great Barrier, the 
Mercury Islands, Waiheke …..   
 

Your most memorable sailing experience? 
The 2019 WYS TY40 mile Gulf Classic race where, off the northern tip of Waiheke Island, the wind 
was around 40 knots for a time.  We went into Hooks Bay for shelter as many other boats in our 
race did.  Despite the wind having turned offshore, there was a steep, rolling sea coming in.  If the 
drama of that wasn’t enough, I had just lowered the anchor at the bow when I lost my balance 
and went over the pulpit into the sea.  I managed to swim back to the cockpit and get back on 
board wet, freezing cold and dripping blood. 
 

Biggest sailing wipeout? 
That would be when sailing ‘Jury’s Rig’ off Cape Brett, we hit something – both with the hull and 
the rudder.  At first we thought it was a submerged container but, looking over the side, we saw 
the writhing grey mass of what we supposed was a massive sunfish but we now believe was more 
likely to have been a manta ray.  We had no water coming in and continued on to Tutukaka.  With 
bad weather coming, we left the boat there in the marina.   
 
A week later we returned and sailed her back to Kawakawa Bay.  It was only when out of the water 
and scrubbing barnacles off the hull that we discovered a big hole.  Fortunately it was into a water 
ballast tank which is why we didn’t take on any water inside.  However, we had thought the boat 
was sailing oddly on one tack, which would have been due to the water ballast having drained out 
the hole.  
  

The funniest thing you’ve ever seen or done on a boat? 
Hard to choose, but maybe the fun times we had on the passage to Tonga.   
 
One of the crew, Cathy, taught us yoga on the cabin floor, gave pedicures and cooked brilliantly.  
The skipper was into Bruno Mars’ music which Cathy danced to on the squabs in the saloon and 
had all of us in fits of laughter. 
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What prompted the decision to buy a keeler and live aboard? 
The seed had been sown 30 years ago in the Mediterranean but I had lost sight of our shared 
dream.  Having been distracted by the busyness of careers, kids, moving countries and living life, 
it took a cancer diagnosis, a reprieve and remission to remind me that we had we had a plan that 
needed action. 
 
 

 
Moody 419 ‘Masterplan’ – Dean and Nola’s New Home 

 

Something we’re unlikely to know about you? 
I love composting, so much so that I am making compost from food scraps on ‘Masterplan’, using 
a Bokashi bin! 
 

Anything else you’d like to say to Squadron members? 
Just, thanks very much for being so welcoming and friendly that you got us involved and sailing as 
a family.  If it hadn’t been for the Squadron we wouldn’t have been sailing ‘Jury’s Rig’ for ten years 
and wouldn’t have bought our keeler ‘Masterplan’.  The people we met at that first Squadron 
Christmas party were so helpful and lovely.  The community thing did it for me! 
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Nola Relaxing at Home on ‘Masterplan’ at Easter – in Name Bay, Te Kouma Harbour 

 
 

Thanks so much Nola for sharing your inspirational life story up to this point in 

time.  We wish you and Dean all the very best for your upcoming adventures. 
 
 
Nola’s regular article ‘Life Afloat’ will continue next month.  
 
 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

“Sailors, with their built in sense of order, service and discipline, should really 

be running the world.” —Nicholas Monsarrat 
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UPCOMING EVENT 
 

The Squadron AGM 

Tuesday 28 June 2022 – from 7:00 pm for 7:30pm start 
Venue: Hamilton Yacht Club 
 

Details of our upcoming AGM were emailed out to members on 25 May and we do encourage you 
to come along.  But have you considered being nominated for the Squadron Committee?  Much 
as being on a committee is often viewed as “red rag to a bull” for some people, our Squadron 
Committee has a very positive vibe.  It is also a great way to give back to the organisation that is 
the catalyst for so much of our sailing fun and camaraderie.  We do have some vacancies and it 
would be great to have at least one or two of our ladies on the Committee.  You don’t have to live 
in the Waikato as we have zoom facilities for remote attendance as necessary.     
 
 

WHAT AND WHERE IS THIS? 
 

This month’s “Where is This” is a bit different to our more usual cruising locations. 
 
Earlier this month during a flight across the Tasman, from Auckland to Brisbane, I looked out the 
window of the plane and couldn’t believe what I saw, so I took a photo to prove it.  I did wonder 
if Jo and I had somehow boarded the wrong plane.  
 
The information above will give you a clue as to what and where is this, especially if you ever have 
sailed, or are contemplating sailing across the Tasman.   
 
The answer is on page 18. 
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KNOW YOUR KNOTS 
Which Knot to Use to Create a Loop with Uncovered Dyneema? 
 

Dyneema is a marvellous synthetic line due to its superior strength, being more than ten times 
stronger than steel per unit of weight.  As it does not corrode, it is used in some applications 
where we would previously have used stainless steel strand wire.  Two of the most common 
applications for trailer yachts are the lines on centreboard winches and on trailer winches 
 
Dyneema cordage may be “uncovered” (i.e. straight Dyneema) or it may be “covered”, for 
example with an outer braid of polyester covering the Dyneema core.  An example of the latter is 
“Fineline Advantage” Dyneema.  
 

 
Dyneema with no cover 

 

 
Fineline Advantage – polyester braid 

over a Dyneema core 

Uncovered Dyneema is generally used for trailer and centreboard winch lines.  However there is 
a potential issue that uncovered Dyneema is very slippery.  That means the more traditional knots 
can come undone when under load, obviously with potentially disastrous consequences.  The 
winch lines mentioned above are normally attached to the winch by forming a loop in the 
Dyneema.  While the best method of forming a loop is to splice the Dyneema, this is a fairly tricky 
exercise for the novice.  However, there is a simple knot that is considered quite adequate.  This 
is the Double Overhand Knot, also called the Poacher’s Knot.  Here’s how to tie it (compliments 
of 101 Knots). 
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A Crew’s Perspective 
Contributed by “The Crew” 
 

Anchoring.  Crew feels she is quite adept at anchoring and is aware that some other skippers look 
on in envy at how nautically attuned Crew is.   
 
Skipper and Crew motor into a nice bay to anchor at Ponui Island.  Skipper mooches around 
looking for just the right spot to drop the anchor.  Over there Skipper says.  Crew is concerned.  
Those boats look awfully close.  What if we hit them?  Crew is aware that skipper can get tetchy 
if we hit things.   
 
We won’t hit them says Skipper as Crew takes the helm while Skipper goes forward to lower the 
anchor.  Right says Crew, but what about that boat it’s pretty close?  Should be alright says 
Skipper.   
 
Oh there’s another one, that looks awfully close.  Should be alright says Skipper.  
 
Now, over the winter Crew and Skipper decided to work out some hand signals for anchoring to 
avoid shouting directions which occasionally get lost in translation.  You know …… forwards, 
backwards, port, starboard etc.   Crew has noticed that occasionally Skipper uses another signal 
that Crew is not aware of.  Skipper rolls his eyes and shakes his head!  Crew suspects this is 
advanced signalling and something to be attained in the future.  
 
Finally, anchor is down.  Phew!  Just put outboard in reverse says Skipper to bed anchor in.  Give 
it some revs says Skipper.  Right oh says Crew and winds it up a little.  More, more says Skipper!  
Crew obeys Skipper and all of a sudden there is a lot of noise as the outboard bounces up and 
down through the little wooden doors in the outboard well, with the propeller thrashing against 
the doors.  
 
How astonishing thinks Crew.  The motor is really loving this!  Skipper rushes back to the cockpit 
and winds revs back.  Apparently that wasn’t supposed to happen.  Someone forgot to bolt the 
motor in place and it wasn’t the Crew!   Crew is now completely exhausted and goes below for a 
cup of tea and a lie down.   

 
 
 
 
Crew now always asks very 
responsibly if the bolts have been 
properly fastened. 
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ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING DINNER AND CELEBRATION OF 
OUR SAILING SEASON 
 

A good turnout of 40 members attended our annual prize-giving dinner which was held on 24 May 
2022 at the Smith and McKenzie Steakhouse upstairs lounge bar at Chartwell, Hamilton. 
 
Unfortunately a few members, including some prize winners, could not attend due to having come 
down with Covid during the week, but otherwise it was a very enjoyable evening.  Given that “a 
picture paints a thousand words” …… here are some shots from the evening. 
 

      
All the keeler trophies were shared between Jim Pasco, ‘Acushla’ and Bryan O’Brien ‘Audrey’ 

 
  

   
    Greg Reeve – ‘Aperitif’        Roger Bonnett – ‘Fantasia’ 

   Trailer Yacht Hooks Bay Race Winner       Trailer Yacht Coromandel Race Winner 
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               Flip Rayner – ‘Escargot’         Andrew King – ‘Portfolio’ 

Trailer Yacht Ponui Race Winner          Most Improved Skipper 

 
 

 
The ‘Prestigious’ Rock Hopper Award Went to our Commodore James Hepburn – ‘Ghost Train’  

 
In an unsurpassed feat, Ross 780 ‘Ghost Train’ with James and his crew member aboard washed 
up on the rocks just outside the Kawakawa Bay breakwater.  They had launched ‘Ghost Train’ in 
pitch black darkness at 2330 hours on the eve of the Gulf Classic Race in strong easterly conditions 
with a steep onshore chop, when the outboard suddenly cut out at a critical moment.  While 
‘Ghost Train’ was found to have only suffered moderate damage through her pounding on the 
rocks, James and his crew were still extracting pieces of oyster shell out of their bloodied feet 
several days later.  Suffice to say that was the end of the Gulf Classic Race for these intrepid sailors 
the night before the race started.  Fortunately both the boat and crew have now fully recovered! 
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This year we have a new award – the ‘John and Lynne Pollard trophy’ that has been donated by 
John and Lynne’s daughter Dana MacLennan.  Over their years of Squadron membership, John 
and Lynne had helped many members with all manner of boat issues ranging from repairs to 
upgrades, to technical and sailing advice.  The trophy is to be awarded to the member who is 
considered, based on votes submitted by members, to have provided the most assistance to 
individual members over the season. 
 

 
Dana presenting the ‘John and Lynne Pollard Trophy’ to Tim Hayward.  Tim said he was 

honoured to receive the trophy and mentioned that he is only one of many members who 

endeavour to help others in our Squadron that is renowned for members supporting each other.  

Tim sailing ‘Charley’ also received the Season’s Trailer Yacht Open Championship Trophy. 

 

 
Hugh Beecroft Sailing ‘E Type 2’ Collected a Bevy of Trophies including the Motuihe Race 

Handicap Win, the Participation Award, and the Season’s Trailer Yacht Handicap Championship 
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The award of the season’s ‘Wooden Spoon’ means we can now identify the person who had two 
wheels separately fall off their trailer when trailing their boat the short distance from Gordonton 
to Hamilton – as reported in the August 2021 edition of Bilgewater.  Yes, it was none other than 
our Hugh Beecroft!   
 
Having had one trailer wheel come off (and never be found) Hugh decided he could surely manage 
the last few kilometres on three wheels.  But just a few kilometres further down the road the 
other wheel on the same side of the trailer also came off, meaning the hubs scraped along the 
road in a rowdy shower of sparks.  A kind lady in a van turned up with the second runaway wheel 
saying “is this perhaps yours”?  A road safety vehicle even happened along and put out cones. 
 
The trailer with the boat on board then had to be taken on a tow truck/loader to a towing yard in 
Hamilton awaiting extensive trailer repairs.  A sterling effort – and definitely a worthy recipient of 
the award, Hugh!   
 

   
A Fitting Addition to Any Trophy Cabinet, I Think We’d All Agree! 

(It might even be going …… “straight to the pool room”)  
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HOW HEAVY IS YOUR BOAT? 

 
I was researching the weights of different classes of trailer yachts and keelers recently and found 
an interesting diagram that suggests some of our boats may be heavier than we thought.  Here it 
is. 

 
 
 
   
 

 
Do support our generous major sponsor – Burnsco Hamilton 

Just the place to go for the bits and pieces required for your next project! 
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WHAT AND WHERE WAS THIS? 
 

 
 

This is the Elizabeth Reef – not the one off Whananaki in Northland, but one that is approximately 
550 km west of the New South Wales coast of Australia.   
 
It is the southernmost coral atoll in the world (which explains why I was very surprised to see an 
atoll there).  It spans 8.2 km by 5.5 km and is located around 150 km north of Lord Howe Island 
and 45km south of Middleton Reef.  The Australian Navy removed an ‘unexploded ordnance’ 
(UXO) from Elizabeth Reef in September 2020, during which time public access was temporarily 
prohibited.  The Navy cautioned that despite a search, there may still be other UXO’s there. 
 
It seems that many vessels hadn’t expected either reef to be there as evidenced by more than 30 
wrecks over the past 200 years, including several ships at Middleton Reef. 
 
In 2007 the Hanse 400E yacht ‘Lamachan’ struck Elizabeth Reef on a voyage from The UK to 
Sydney.  Her solo skipper was rescued by an Australian Navy Frigate helicopter.  Some of the 
correspondence suggests that sole reliance on GPS and chartplotters may have contributed to the 
error, with GPS showing where you are but the underlying chart data not necessarily being 100% 
correct.  A salutary warning to all of us with that.   
 

  
      The Rescue                    Hanse 400E ‘Lamachan’ in her final resting place 



  Bilgewater June 2022 

19 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Gulf Classic Sponsors 
 

               
 
 

              
 

  
 
 

 
 


