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On the weekend I was invited to crew on Afterguard for one of the Keeler winter series 

events. 

This gave me a great opportunity to test out some new wet weather gear, in the form of Gil 

pants and boots. Even though we were blessed with a sunny winter’s day the trip back to 

the Marina at dusk was very cool. Even though I had plenty of layers I was still cold and it 

made me think how I would have coped had I not dressed for the temperatures. 

Even though it’s winter many of us will still be out sailing and participating in the winter 

series events around the country. I think this is an appropriate time to remind everyone that 

hypothermia can sneak up on a sailor very quickly. 

The early signs of hypothermia are: 

 Shivering. 

 Slurred speech or mumbling. 

 Slow, shallow breathing. 

 Weak pulse. 

 Clumsiness or lack of coordination. 

 Drowsiness or very low energy. 

 Confusion or memory loss. 

 Loss of consciousness. 

 

If you or your crew are showing any of these signs you should: 

 Be gentle. When you're helping a person with hypothermia, handle him or her gently. 
 Move the person out of the cold. 

 Remove wet clothing.  

 Cover the person with blankets.  

 Monitor breathing.  

 Provide warm beverages.  

 Use warm, dry compresses. 

 

Be safe and look after each other. 

Paul Weaver 
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Upcoming event 

 

 25th June Squadron AGM - Please note the AGM for the WYS will be 
held on Tuesday 25th June, at 7.30 pm, at the Hamilton Yacht Club.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=CJ0x3Qsj&id=C64A2033C8AC6AF8E4460EFCB8F2515A54449B87&thid=OIP.CJ0x3Qsjvrr9yZFzmFyAUwHaEa&mediaurl=https://leicestershireaidssupportservices.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/agm-2014.jpg&exph=380&expw=637&q=annual+general+meeting&simid=608018027671717607&selectedIndex=2
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Bilgewater  

Paul mentioned in last month’s commodores comments that after two years I am 

stepping down to let someone else have a go at producing the Bilgewater. What 

Paul didn’t mention then was the exciting new project I have dreamed up for the 

club, more on that in this edition. 

Firstly though I just want to thank the committee for allowing me creative license 

to make changes to our 40+ year old newsletter. Judging by the huge amount of 

positive feedback we have received I think we can all agree it’s been a success. So 

thank you all for taking the time to provide great feedback!  

Obviously the Bilgewater couldn’t exist without all the contributions from you the 

members and readers, so thank you to everyone who has sent in pictures, articles, 

stories, nors, results, event info etc. 

Please keep the support going for my successor and keep all the content coming in.  

The new editor is welcome to use the format I have created or feel free to get 

creative and make it his own. 

For my final edition I have added in some of my favourites from previous editions 

over the last two years. I hope you enjoy this Maxi edition I’ve put together. 

Thanks again to all. 

Dustin Wilson 

Corvina 
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Boat lift available 

Need a lift? Trailer maintenance time? Keel issues? Whatever it might be we have a boat lift 

available and plenty of room for storage. Located in Taupiri, fee applies talk to Dustin or Paul.  

 

 

Click the link above or the picture below to watch a short video of it in action. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100006731626019/videos/2297904997110532/ 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/100006731626019/videos/2297904997110532/
https://www.facebook.com/100006731626019/videos/2297904997110532/
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The following was sent in by Rodger Bonnett after the Great Mercury island club trip. 

 

Count Von Luckner 

Background   

The commander of the German raider Seeadler, Count von Luckner, and his navigation officer Kircheiss, were 

interned here after their capture in Fiji in 1917.   

In 1916 he was put in command of a sailing raider, the Seeadler (Sea Eagle), with orders to sink merchant 

shipping, but he became a legend because he managed to wage war while creating virtually no casualties and 

because of his other exploits. 

After sinking several ships in the Atlantic, in April 1917 the Seeadler came around Cape Horn into the Pacific and 

sank 3 more ships. 

In August the Seeadler anchored at the small island of Mopelia in the Society Islands, about 450km from Tahiti. 

Tradition has it that most of the crew, along with prisoners taken off ships that had been sunk, then went on a 

picnic. 

While they were away disaster struck and the Seeadler was wrecked on a reef. The German crew maintained 

that this was the result of a tsunami, but the prisoners later said that it was just the combination of the wind and 

the tide (a situation that would probably have led to Von Luckner and other crew members being court 

martialled if they had returned to Germany). 

Von Luckner took a 10m open boat from the Seeadler and, together with five of his crew, sailed 3,700 km to the 

Fijian island of Wakaya, where he was eventually captured and transferred to Motuihe. 

Although he raided seventeen Allied ships, of which fourteen were sunk, and took 237 crew captive, he rarely 

resorted to force. Only one life was lost as a result of his endeavours, and even this was accidental.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Von Luckner on Motuihe with Lieutenant Kircheiss his navigation officer. 
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Escape from Motuihe   

On the evening of 17 December 1917, von Luckner and Kircheiss escaped from Motuihe with nine others, 

including five of the cadets and a Telefunken engineer, who lived in tents and huts near the trees behind 

the barracks building.  At a prearranged signal after the arrival of the Camp Commandant in his launch 

(he was accompanying his daughter, who was visiting the island), they all converged from various 

buildings (von Luckner was in the Governor’s cottage) onto the old wharf at the bottom of the hill and 

stole the Commandant’s launch, the Pearl, reaching the Mercury Islands by the following morning. 

In order to divert attention from the escape bid, von Luckner requested permission to put on a Christmas 

play so any preparations for the play could be a disguise as preparations for the escape. The sails for the 

boat were made from a stage curtain, hand grenades were manufactured out of tin cans and gunpowder 

obtained by the farmer to blast tree roots, chickens were killed and preserved (the increase in deaths 

being blamed on disease), and the German naval flag was made out of a sheet. 

The telephone wire was earthed to cut off contact with Auckland, the dingy was destroyed to stall any 

pursuit, the Pearl was packed with provisions and the motor was prepared for the long journey. A cart 

was then taken down from the northwest headland as a signal for everyone to board the boat and they 

left in the early evening without a hitch. 

Their goal was to get as far away from Auckland as possible, then commandeer a suitable vessel to get 

them to the Kermadec Islands, where they would raid the New Zealand government’s stores for 

provisions, then sail back to Germany via South America. 

Von Luckner’s escape from Motuihe created headlines in New Zealand and around the world because of 

its audacity and established von Luckner as a folk hero in New Zealand. 

Boaties in Auckland volunteered to help with the search, and the official New Zealand patrol consisted of 

29 craft (Bade, 2006). 

From the Mercury Islands, Von Luckner and his fellow internees commandeered the scow Moa and made 

it as far as the Kermadec Islands, some 1000 kilometres northeast of New Zealand, before they were 

captured by the New Zealand Government vessel, the Iris, on 21 December 1917. 

Von Luckner and Kircheiss were then interned on Ripapa Island in Lyttelton Harbour, before being 

returned to the Motuihe barracks in May 1918, where they remained until the November armistice that 

ended World War I. 

There is another story of a second planned escape attempt, although it is doubtful whether it was 

actually going to be carried out. The plan was to place enough supplies in a cave on the island so that 

several internees could hide there for a couple of weeks and pretend they had escaped. Once the search 

for them had been scaled down they would capture another vessel and escape. However, the armistice 

came and an escape plan was not needed. It is believed that some of these supplies may still be in the 

cave, but rock has collapsed over the entrance and the cave is now filled with sediment. 
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Camp Commandant   

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Harcourt Turner was the commandant of the internment camp for most of the war. 

The escape by Von Luckner changed everything for him.  

On the 13th December he returned from Auckland at 6 pm in his launch “Pearl” with his daughter. The launch 

should have been put on a mooring but was left tied to the wharf. The escape took place at 6.15 pm in daylight. 

Turner was immediately suspended for culpable negligence due to the inadequate arrangements for ensuring 

the security of his launch. There was a court martial. His defence said that Von Luckner exploited Turner’s good 

nature. His friendly, relaxed methods at the internment camp had been adequate for the years he had been the 

commandant. Also he was under staffed and the army had actually reduced the number of personnel on the 

island not long before the escape. Turner was dismissed from the NZ Defence Force. 

His successor was Major Samuel Charles Schofield. He ran a much stricter regime. He had no launch, the supply 

ship was armed and internees were not allowed out of the camp without a guard. Von Luckner and Kircheiss his 

navigation officer, returned to Motuihe in May 1918 and remained there until armistice on 11 November 1918. 

They were moved to Narrow Neck in 1919 until they were repatriated to Germany in May 1919. 
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Different Drummer Offshore 2018 

Newsletter 10  Port Vila to Opua 

Planning and departure for ocean passages, particularly ones to more southern latitudes, is 

dominated by the weather. The trip to New Zealand has a justified reputation, more so with non 

New Zealanders who will often not consider the trip until they come into contact with Kiwis who 

go forwards and backwards each year with less concern. Kiwis are assisted in this respect by New 

Zealand's very stringent safety requirements which ensure that yachts are sound, well equipped, 

and adequately crewed before departure. Having made the trip one way coming back is less 

daunting, not withstanding it is moving to latitude with less stable weather. Kiwis (and Aussies) 

also tend to better understand the weather patterns likely in sub tropic latitudes and the resulting 

sea conditions. It's a given that you try and pick a 'good window'. 

A weather site I have found reliable in the past 

is the VUW Met site and I downloaded their 

forecast maps from the internet for the full 10 

days available before leaving. They showed a 

slow trip in head but generally light wind, 

south-east trades initially and then south-east 

again on the approach to NZ. The exception 

was a low passing over NZ in the latter part of 

the trip that was expected to have 20 knot 

north-west wind associated with it. No 

problem in that. 'PredictWind',  the application 

I use that provides up to date weather and 

routing information during the passage 

through a satellite connection (there are no cell phone towers in the ocean!) has four weather 

models that were not consistent beyond the first few days. That is the nature of weather. 

When you leave Vanuatu in the trade wind you can not go west of south until clear of New 

Caledonia. When the wind is coming from the south-east that is 'hard on' in a yacht. I remember 

well one year when we pinched our way inside New Caledonia's Loyalty Islands. This year we were 

able to keep outside Walpole Island, the most southerly of the chain. We had a good view as it slid 

down our starboard side about four nm away on the second day. At night we could see the loom 

of lights from the New Caledonia mainland, probably Noumea even though it is on the other side. 

We were travelling on a similar course to another yacht and I talked to the skipper on the vhf 

before he peeled off the next morning on a more direct route to Noumea. 
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The winds were light as 

forecast for the first week and 

we had to motor-sail, and 

heaven forbid, motor for 

much of the time. As is typical 

with small yachts we do not 

carry enough fuel to motor all 

the way. That would be 

unheard of. We have enough 

to motor for two-thirds of the 

trip if necessary, and to avoid 

an attack of 'fuel anxiety' at 

the end of the trip I motored 

at a fuel conserving 4.5 knots. 

That’s a burn of about 1.5 

litres an hour and compares 

with over 5 flat out. 

Conditions were very 

pleasant. 

With Norfolk Island about 

150nm to the west the oncoming storm heralded itself with traditional sailors warnings in the 

clouds. Dark clouds with mares tails streaming from them were visible on the north-west horizon. 

But there was also "red sky at night, sailors delight". Later we could see a misty halo around the 

moon and the barometer was dropping. 

The north-west wind started to 

fill in a little and just after 

dawn I could see active dark 

black clouds forming on the 

horizon to the south-west. In 

just the time it took to put a 

good reef in the main the wind 

switched to 20 knot south-

west. Shortly after the rain 

started. But the sea remained 

relatively flat and the motion 

was initially comfortable. The 

wind and sea gradually came 

up through the day until we 

were beating well reefed into a 

lumpy sea with 20+kts. 
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PredictWind was forecasting 30+ knots for all the following day 

and we discussed, and dismissed, running off or heaving to. In 

the morning we had only 20-25 knots. Although we had 5m 

swells the sea state was much better than I expected too. All 

that changed in the afternoon. The wind went up to 35kts, 

gusting 50 plus and also went forward so we were hard on 

again. 

 

 

 

The sea was very rough with a cross swell attenuating 

the wave peaks and throwing us around. The staysail 

was doing all the work, the main was that far down, 4 

slabs, it was barely contributing, but the yacht 

remained well balanced. It was very uncomfortable but 

at no stage did I have any real concern. Pictures never 

show a rough sea well, the motion and noise are 

missing for a start, but note the angle of the horizon 

and the white water in the background. 

Once it passed the next day we started taking out the 

four reefs as conditions eased very quickly.  We were 

too slow doing that, didn't pick the wind shifts well, and 

were on the wrong tack most of the time. We made less 

progress to Opua that day than during the storm. 

The high wind was caused by a low pressure system that 

was caught between two highs, the oncoming one very 

slow moving and at 1036 HPa very high. Weather Guru 

Bob McDavitt said in his weekly weathergram "A BFH 

(big fat high) has formed in the Tasman Sea and is a 

slow-mover with a squash zone of enhanced SE/E winds and larger swells on its northern side". 

We noticed! 

 

I checked out the accuracy of the VUW Met forecast I had downloaded before we left. It had the 

low passing across the north of NZ rather than the centre of the North Island with a consequential 

difference in the wind direction, only showed 20 knot winds, and was a day out in timing. While 

this might not sound very good I consider it excellent for a forecast made over a week in advance. 

The rule of thumb for temperature is to expect a one degree drop in temperature for each two 

degrees of latitude travelled. It works pretty well although not always uniformly. We were able to 

enjoy the drop from Port Vila's 28 degrees initially but by we time we were off Norfolk Island we 

were finding extra clothes and using covers at night. Later in the trip the temperature went to 16 

degrees in the saloon with the engine running and we had many layers on for the night watches. 
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We tried a different watch system this trip. The weather download updates are available twice a 

day morning and evening and I put myself on fixed watches at those times, and another one at 

midnight to break up the night watches for the crew who filled in the gaps on a roster that 

changed the times on alternate days. It worked 

well and I was able to work my routine around 

regular hours. 

I am convinced there are hardly any good fish 

left in the ocean - gone with commercial over 

fishing. We put more effort into fishing this year 

than usual, trailing three lines until we got 

despondent, and only caught a few modest size 

tuna. No mahimahi, no wahoo, etc. 

A wind shift two days 

out allowed us to 

motor-sail directly to 

Opua. We passed an 

albatross on the 

water; very unusual. It was unconcernedly eating a squid it had 

somehow caught or found. 

 

We arrived at Opua after lunch to give a trip time of exactly 11 days. 

It is certainly the slowest trip I have ever done from the islands in 

Different Drummer by a good day. We transferred the last of our 

external diesel supplies to the main tank and treated ourselves to 

hot showers as we motored in through the Bay of Islands. Customs 

etc clearance was quick and efficient. The Biosecurity officers looked 

at the hull underwater with a camera and commented on the earth 

plate for the hf radio. As it is a sintered copper alloy it does not get 

antifouled, and folklore is a bit of weed on the ribs adds to the 

surface area. 

Total distance travelled for the trip was 1250nm, and for our season 

away 4000nm.  We arrived with our main tank half full after 

transferring our deck cans and most of the diesel in the auxiliary 

tanks, the batteries well charged, and almost full of water as the 

little watermaker has no trouble keeping up with our consumption when we are motoring for 

hours on end. There were no failures of equipment or electronics during the passage. 

 

Phil, with Craig and Mark 
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Promoting Waikato Yacht Squadron 

 

I mentioned earlier the exciting new project I have dreamed up for the club, “what’s Dustin up to 

this time?” I hear you say….. 

Before we get into details, cast your mind back to the previous version of the Bilgewater newsletter. 

Now look at the new refreshed version. I’m sure you can agree that our newsletter has been 

brought into the millennium.  Well to be fair the new millennium was over 19 years ago. So how can 

we build on the success of the modern Bilgewater? How else can we promote our great club? 

Our tag line “Our first and foremost objective is to encourage and support safe family sailing”. As a 

club I think we are really good at the support part, possibly room for improvement in the encourage 

part of our first and foremost objective. So what can we do to encourage safe family sailing?  

I think we need to promote our clubs unique qualities, benefits and sailing environment to 

encourage more and more people to join us. How do we promote and encourage more people to 

get into sailing? 

Look at what is happening today, social media such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, You tube, 

Pinterest etc etc. This is where todays eyes are, 3.2 Billion pairs of eyes! That equates to about 42% 

of the current population. We have Facebook, that’s excellent. What else can we do? Twitter & 

Instagram aren’t much different than Facebook, Pinterest is pretty pictures so that leaves YouTube. 

This is where my exciting new project comes in. We will create a YouTube channel. Our very own 

Waikato Yacht Squadron YouTube channel! 

  

 

The total number of people who use YouTube – 1,300,000,000. That number is One Billion Three 

Hundred Million. In an average month 8 out of 10  18-49 year olds watch YouTube.  This is clearly 

what the majority of people are doing today, this is how we can encourage safe family sailing. 

 

CONT. 
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Have you seen this video on YouTube: The Gulf Classic 1994 https://youtu.be/w4q3iJ6UGTA 

 

Have a watch by clicking on that link or this picture:  

 

 

Isn’t it great looking back and recognising the faces, boats and places. How many words are 

needed to capture and preserve those memories? If at all possible. Have you tried explaining 

what fun we have to non-sailors? With our YouTube channel we will be able to show everyone 

what sailing Waikato Yacht Squadron style is all about! 

Paul and I will be gathering video over the next season. We want to capture bits of all our 

activities so we can show what a typical year looks like for us.  

For Example: 

 General sailing 

 Beach events 

 Club trips such as the Barrier  

 Racing 

 Fishing 

 Local sailing locations 

 Swimming 

 Exploring ashore 

 Anchorages 

 Compound/marina 

 Prize giving 

 Nog ‘n’ natter 

If you would like to be involved please let me or Paul know. We welcome any video footage you 

can gather yourself of any of the above plus anything else you think of. Like the new Bilgewater 

we aim to have a modern fresh look to the video so please don’t offer old grainy footage like 

the 1994 video above. 

We can’t be at every event so grab out your phone or Go pro and get recording! We will edit 

and assemble an excellent promotional video designed to encourage sailing and promote our 

great club. 

That’s just stage one! Stage two will be a series of shorter vids on sailing related how to’s and 

also vids show casing the different makes and models of yachts available. 

Dustin Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/w4q3iJ6UGTA
https://youtu.be/w4q3iJ6UGTA
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Spot quiz 
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Answers: 

1. 2 

2. 4 

3. 4 

4. 1 
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