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Noelex 25 ‘Suzie’ crossing the start line in December’s Rocky Bay race
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COMMODORE’S COMMENT
Well normality has returned. The holidays are over and I am back at work for another year. Over
January I managed to get Ghost Train up to Kawakawa bay (finally) and get her out on to the
Hauraki. Unfortunately, we didn't get her up there early enough and with the school year rapidly
approaching, our plans of getting over to the Mercs quickly faded into a single night out in Ammo
Bay. It was great to at least get her there and now she was ready for the club sailing season.
Two weekends ago we were able to restart our sailing season with the Round Ponui race. A fleet
of 14 trailer yachts and 3 keelers started the race in very light conditions. The outside of Ponui
was particularly light. Hugh on E Type 2 and myself were able to clear the first point without
requiring a tack which enabled us to pull a decent lead over the rest of the fleet. Ruthe Passage
was particularly tricky with lots of boat wash to contend with. The Waiheke Channel proved
uneventful with winds dead astern. Around Kauri Point and the effect of the land had us fighting
a gusty headwind. We completed the course in a little over 4 hours before heading back to Green
Bay for a beach gathering.
It was an impressive turnout with around 40 members making it ashore for some much needed
social R&R.
The forecast for Sunday was for even lighter winds and after over 4 hours of light wind sailing the
motivation for some round the buoys sailing was rather low within the fleet, so we made the
decision to cancel that.
On Ghost Train we decided to head back to the ramp that evening. On the way we spotted a light
flashing from the rocks of Pakihi Island. Thinking this was odd we went in for a closer look to find
a very tired, young kayaker washed up on the rocks. We were able to get him onboard before
setting off for Kawakawa Bay. Not long after we came across some worried family members who
were able to take him the rest of the way.
A topic that tends to create some contention are the rules regarding Covid 19. As a club it is not
our place to set the rules but rather to follow them to the best of our ability. Currently (and likely
for a while yet) we are under the red traffic light. As a club we are required to follow the rules
regarding gatherings. This means we are allowed 100 people within a defined space (a section of
the beach where it is just us can be regarded as a defined space). All attendees need to have
vaccine passes that they could show if asked. We are taking a high trust approach to this where
we are relying on our members to do the right thing.
We have a very busy schedule ahead of us for the remainder of the season. This weekend we
have the Motuihe Island race. Two weeks later we have the Tarahiki race. Then two weeks after
that we have the Gulf Classic.
Lots of opportunities to get out with the club and enjoy some social sailing.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Motuihe/Owhanake Sailing Event
Saturday 12 February 2022
The trailer yachts are scheduled to start at 1000 hours from Ammunition Bay, the keelers starting
from Pine Harbour at 1030 hours. The finish line is at Islington Bay, Rangitoto Island. If weather
conditions require, the destination and finish line will be altered to Owhanake Bay, Waiheke
Island. Officers of the Day are trailer yachts – James Hepburn (phone 021-477 324), keelers –
Don Woolerton (phone 027-491 2939). Further details are provided in the Notice of Race on page
30 below.

February Nog ‘n Natter
Tuesday 22 February 2022 at Hamilton Yacht Club 7:30pm
Speaker: Grant Hubbard, with a presentation about the soon to open Expressway extension. To
ensure we comply with our venue’s Covid requirements, please bring your vaccine pass.

Tarahiki Sailing Event
Saturday 26 February 2022
The trailer yachts are scheduled to start at 1000 hours from Kawakawa Bay, the keelers starting
from Pine Harbour at 1030 hours. The finish line is at the Ruthe Passage. Officers of the Day are
trailer yachts – Flip Rayner (phone 021-354 773), keelers – David Douglas (phone 021-121 0760).
Further details are provided in the Notice of Race on page 29 below.

Gulf Classic Open Endurance Race
11 – 13 March 2022
Yes, our flagship event, the 40th Gulf Classic Open Endurance Race is coming soon!
Based from the Maraetai Beach Boating Club, a race briefing will be held at 2000 hours on the
Friday night, with racing commencing from 1000 hours on Saturday morning, and the prizegiving
held on Sunday. Four race divisions ensure everyone is catered for. 40/60/80 mile divisions for
trailer yachts and an 80 mile keeler division. If you haven’t sailed in this event before, then why
not this year! Get your entries in now. A quick and simple electronic Entry Form, plus the Notice
of Race and Course Information can be found on the Squadron website.
www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz
Further details on page 10 below.

HELPERS NEEDED FOR THE GULF CLASSIC!!!!
We request help from members to assist with running the briefing on Friday evening (the 11th)
and the prizegiving on Sunday morning (the 13th). Tasks include assisting with recording crew
names and obtaining safety signoff from skippers at the briefing, to setting up the prize table and
cleaning up after the event. We have four dedicated committee members, but the more
volunteers the better. It’s a great event to be involved with, as it is our one regatta open to all
other sailing clubs. Please contact Murray Pearce (027-495 1223) or James Hepburn (021-477
324) if you can help.
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ROCKY BAY TRAILER YACHT RACE REPORT - 18 December 2021
After having been Covid-bound for many months, it was a relief for the Committee to at least be
able to get one Squadron event underway before Christmas. And so it was that the Rocky Bay
Trailer Yacht race was held just four days after the Auckland border was finally opened.
Six trailer yachts launched on Friday evening to spend the night at Ammunition Bay, and were
joined by two more the following morning, so we had eight potential starters. However with it
being fairly breezy (apparently 32 knots was recorded at Passage Rock) and with many boats
having been unable to be accessed for maintenance since last season due to the border closure,
a number of gear issues led to only five crossing the start line - a Joker 820, Elliott 7.4 and three
Noelex 25’s. ‘Fantasia’, the Joker, became a mid race casualty which left four race finishers.
The race comprised a tight reach from Ammunition Bay to the Rocky Bay yellow buoy, followed
by a broad reach to the finish line at Orapiu Wharf. With the strong breeze this led to great sailing
conditions and a lot of fun. The broad reach in particular was quite exciting when we managed to
surf on the waves and the highest speed we recorded in our Noelex 25 was 11.5 knots. The fastest
elapsed time was achieved by Hugh Beecroft in his Elliott 7.4 ‘E Type 2’ after accounting for his
start 10 minutes after the gun due to being the anchored start line boat.
Noelex 25’s ‘Suzie’ (Chris Martin and Alex Ross) and ‘Charley’ (Tim and Jo-Ann Hayward) had a
great battle and were side by side for most of the race. A spirited luffing battle a few metres
before the finish line finally enabled ‘Charley’ to cross eight seconds ahead of ‘Suzie’.

A rare moment when ‘Suzie’ was behind us
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This close after 10 nautical miles racing

Special mention must go to Andrew King and his son Josh who are new to trailer yachting and
who, prior to this race, had only sailed their very recently purchased Noelex 25 ‘Portfolio’ on the
Waikato Lakes. Andrew said they felt quite comfortable being reefed and they had a really
enjoyable sail. They received a special prize (from sponsor Burnsco) at the beach gathering in
recognition of their achievement.
Meantime the keelers decided not to race but several cruised to North Harbour where a most
enjoyable beach gathering was held.
Full race results are below.
Bilgewater Ed.

TY HANDICAP RESULTS (Halsail)
Boat
Place
Design
Name
1
Suzie
Noelex 25
2
Charley Noelex 25
3
E Type 2 Elliott 7.4
4
Portfolio Noelex 25
DNF Fantasia Joker 820

Elapsed
Time
1:44:05
1:43:57
1:41:11
2:01:00
DNF

Helm
C Martin
T Hayward
H Beecroft
A King
R Bonnett
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Handicap
0.869
0.913
0.940
0.845
0.835

Handicap
Next
Time
Handicap
1:30:27
0.880
1:34:54
0.914
1:35:07
0.940
1:42:15
0.833
DNF
0.835
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TY CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS (based on boat design rating)
Towing
Place Boat Name
Design
Helm
Dinghy
1
Charley
Noelex 25
T Hayward
No
2
Suzie
Noelex 25
C Martin
No
3
E Type 2
Elliott 7.4
H Beecroft
No
4
Portfolio
Noelex 25
A King
No
DNF Fantasia
Joker 820
R Bonnett
No

Elapsed
Time
1:43:57
1:44:05
1:41:11
2:01:00
DNF

Design
Rate
0.845
0.845
0.885
0.845
0.850

Corrected
Time
1:27:50
1:27:57
1:29:33
1:42:15
DNF

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
From one of our members in the Kawakawa Bay Compound ……..
The owners of all these boats must be people who found they didn’t have enough things
happening in their lives …….
So they went and bought a trailer yacht to give them a whole lot of challenges and
problems to sort out, and to give them something to occupy all their time!

But Then Of Course There’s All The Rewards!

Noelex 25’s Portfolio and Estilo at Green Bay before the Ponui event. 28 January 2022
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KAWAKAWA BAY TO THE BAY OF ISLANDS AND RETURN
The Joys and Challenges of Single-handed Coastal Sailing in a Trailer Yacht
Noelex 25 ‘Charley’ - 2 to 16 January 2022 - 376 NM
(PART 1)
With the Auckland border finally opening in mid-December, after taking part in our Rocky Bay
race on 18 December I was determined to get away on a decent sailing trip as soon as possible
after New Year, and critically before Covid had a chance to mess everything up again. My plan
was to head north, the time away and eventual destination being dependent on the weather.
Complete success for me would be Whangaroa Harbour. Worst case a week or two at and around
Kawau. However I guess the fact that I am even here to write this is a form of success.
And so it was that I launched from Kawakawa Bay at 2115 hours on Sunday 2 January, with some
very helpful assistance from Alex Ross who had just returned to the ramp with Jenny on
‘Amethyst’.
After a night on the west side of Pakihi Island, the next day I sailed to Islington Bay. Not first
choice, but with a solid swell forecast to come up that night, I anticipated a quieter night there
than at Owhanake or Rakino. The following day I would press on to Kawau.

Islington Bay, 3 January 2022. What’s the Sky Telling Me?

7

Bilgewater February 2022

However, first of all some comments about single-handed coastal sailing and safety in a trailer
yacht, at least how I have chosen to do it.
• I always plan my next day carefully using paper charts so I have an awareness in advance
of all vital features and obstacles for the next day – well before they appear on my
chartplotter (or they don’t). Weather forecasts are equally important for planning.
• For long passages I have one or more Plan B destinations along the way. Somewhere I
can escape to if something unforeseen eventuates - weather, wind change, gear damage
etc.
• I always wear a PFD (lifejacket) with a personal locator beacon attached.
• I always wear a harness. In the cockpit I clip onto the traveller. I have a 10mm line as a
jackline that runs up each side of the cabin, around the mast and down the other side. I
can clip onto this from the cockpit and it allows me to get to the bow and return down
either side of the boat.
• I always advise at least one party of my plans and progress. That can be a combination of
Coastguard trip reports, contact with other yachts I meet along the way, plus I always text
progress to Jo at home. That way she has a written record of where I am, or last was, and
at what time e.g. at last contact he passed Cape Rodney heading north at 1330 hours.
• Before heading off on any day, I have everything I might conceivably need placed in an
easy to reach place in the cabin. Simple things like this can be much more difficult to
execute when sailing solo especially when breezy and rough, so I make it easy in advance.
I set off armed with the realisation that something will probably go wrong at some stage, as it
usually does, but that’s part of the challenge and successfully resolving problems brings a sense
of achievement. With this trip I was aware of the risk of new Covid restrictions and also (with La
Nina) the potential of a tropical cyclone forming and tracking south. One risk I hadn’t factored in
was a tsunami.
On 4 January I stopped in at Woody Bay, Rakino Island to wait for the sea breeze to come in. I
was surprised to see a Farr 38, ‘Protocol’, there in which I had sailed an overnight 90 mile Napier
Gisborne race way back in the 1990’s. With my inflatable dinghy rolled up in the cabin, I swam
over and had a great chat with the current owner and added a little to his history of the boat. The
breeze came in and I had a good sail to Harris Bay in Bon Accord Harbour arriving at 1600 hours 27 miles covered today.

Farr 38 ‘Protocol’ at Woody Bay, Rakino Island. 4 January 2022
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Sailing north there are a couple of areas I have a healthy respect for, perhaps even apprehension
the night before. One is Cape Brett which is awesome but not the place to be in inclement
weather. The other is the leg from Bon Accord or North Cove at Kawau to Tutukaka, due to its
distance of about 55 miles and its limited options. You can cut off about 10 miles if conditions are
suitable to go into Leigh, while Whangarei Harbour can reduce the distance by about 15 miles.
However, I haven’t had great experiences with weather changes and distance travelled to get
shelter at Whangarei Harbour, so my preference is to try to get from Kawau to Tutukaka in one
day. And despite a very light breeze I managed to get all the way motorsailing on 5 January.
Having the spinnaker hoisted on a tight reach in 5 knots of breeze gave me about an extra knot,
while I made sure my inflatable dinghy was tucked away in the cabin so not slowing me down.

Approaching Sail Rock and the Hen and Chicken Islands under spinnaker. 5 January 2022

Thankfully a 25 knot southwesterly came in once past Whangarei Heads, so strong that I just had
the mainsail up but still managed to briefly hit a top speed of 7.9 knots during the final 15 miles.
Nevertheless, having left Kawau at 0600 hours it was still a 13.5 hour day during which I covered
56 miles. Always a relief to get into Tutukaka which I did at 1945 hours. I have a favourite spot
to anchor there close in at Kowharewa Bay, in fairly shallow water but nicely protected. The next
day, 6 January, was a day off with friends who live there and a chance to replenish stocks. Time
to put my feet up and celebrate having completed the Kawau to Tutukaka leg in one hit.
The following day, 7 January, was grey and rainy but with a 15 to 20 knot easterly forecast was a
good opportunity to go round Cape Brett and head into the Bay of Islands.
9
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Cape Brett. Grey and gloomy. Awesome but always a bit intimidating. 7 January 2022

The photo doesn’t really show it, but there was a good breeze. Launches coming the other way
were bashing into the sea while I was a bit overpowered and thought I should reef but was having
so much fun I didn’t. Just before the photo above was taken I hit 10.3 knots surfing on a wave.

Calmer water past the lighthouse and the old lighthouse-keeper’s house. Now officially in the
Bay of Islands. 7 January 2022
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With “millions of mega launches” at Urupukapuka Island I chose to anchor in a quiet spot at
Wairiki Beach in Omakiwi Cove, arriving at 1430 hours after a 7.5 hour sail covering 40 miles.

‘Charley’ at Wairiki, Omakiwi Cove, Bay of Islands. 7 January 2022

It wasn’t until I had anchored that I realised the yacht next door was ‘Tuahine’, a famous (to me)
classic A class keeler that I remembered from when I was a kid. Sail number A6. Time to inflate
the dinghy and row over to meet the owners.

‘Tuahine’, A6. A bright spot on a grey day. Wairiki, Omakiwi Cove, BOI. 7 January 2022

The owners, Roy and Barbara invited me on board and 2 hours later, after cups of tea and biscuits,
I’ve not only seen a yacht that I was in awe of as a kid, but I’ve had a fully history. Roy and Barbara
have owned ‘Tuahine’ for 57 years, yes 57 years, and they are still out there cruising which I think
is marvellous! Needless to say they were somewhat older than even me! They regaled me with
11
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some great stories from her past, including two Auckland to Lautoka, Fiji races, the first Auckland
to Nelson race and others.
The next day, 8 January, with a fresh northeasterly forecast for the first half of the day and no
rain, I decided it would be a good opportunity to get up to Whangaroa Harbour, just around 37
miles away. So at 0730 hours I left with great anticipation. The sea was lumpy, confused and
there was a big swell running. However by 1030 hours, sailing at 5 - 6 knots close-hauled I had
not only passed Ninepin, the northern entrance to the Bay of Islands, but was halfway across
Takou Bay and pretty much halfway to Whangaroa. There seemed to be a band of rain up ahead
of me and I thought “well anything might happen here”. And so it did. About 12 knots
northwesterly on the nose and incessant rain. There was no rain forecast, but 40mm was
measured in Kerikeri. Visibility was next to nothing, so I was thankful for the chartplotter that Jim
Pasco and Murray Pearce had kindly installed for me. After 3 hours beating/bashing upwind into
the rain I could finally make out the outline of the Cavalli Passage. By this time in a very confused
sea, I was getting wet and cold. Despite having my top half dry I hadn’t put my sailing overalls on
(it’s summer), so the rest of me was wet and my fingers were going white from being in wet sailing
gloves for several hours. At this point for a brief moment I could almost understand why some
people have big, fast launches for coastal passages rather than a small trailer yacht. Only a brief
thought though!
It occurred to me that with these conditions and slow progress tacking back and forth I might not
reach Whangaroa before dark. I also didn’t want the risk of having to anchor in the (unfamiliar to
me) Cavalli Islands in a northwesterly when a big easterly swell was also running. So for half an
hour I deliberated turning back and finally, very reluctantly, made the decision that that would be
best for my safety, especially as I was sailing solo. Turn around, go downwind which will be easier
and quicker, and get changed into warm dry clothes, which I did including a polyprop vest and
balaclava. I have no photos of all this because I only had two hands and photography was way
down my list of priorities.
I was halfway back across Takou Bay when the wind died completely, but the messy sea didn’t.
So now I had to motor while wildly rolling back and forth, but for how long would the wind be
gone? As it turned out, it was windless for the rest of the day. If I had known that earlier, I would
have simply motored on to Whangaroa which would have taken no longer. C’est la vie I guess.
Not wishing to return to where I started at daybreak, I decided to head up towards Kerikeri and
the Te Puna inlet. At least then I could explore another area I wanted to see. Perhaps I could
have another go at Whangaroa in a day or two’s time.
At 1730 hours the rain had gone and the sun was out as I finally motored into Crater
(Wharengaere) Bay; a marvellous, sheltered, but shallow anchorage with just four other boats
there. I had also discovered that when I put the washboards in during the 3 hours rain I hadn’t
fully shut the sliding hatch, so the sun was an opportunity to dry out my sleeping bag, pillow and
various other items that had become soaked.
What a day! I had covered 37 miles basically going from one side of the Bay of Islands to the
other, which should be a trip of perhaps 7 miles. It was just that the route I had taken was via
Takou Bay and the Cavalli Islands. Not my finest sailing day, definitely disappointing, but ‘Charley’
and I were safe and sound which is the top priority.
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Looking from horseshoe-shaped Crater Bay out into the Te Puna Inlet. 9 January 2022

9 January, Crater Bay and the sun’s out. What a difference a day makes. Life is good again! In the
morning I repaired the outboard well cover system – a bolt had come adrift yesterday in the lumpy
sea and I had held things together temporarily with stretchy cord. It’s a fiddly job taking me more
than an hour as disassembly is first required, but I’m happy with the final result. At this point a
new challenge is coming into the frame. Tropical cyclone Cody has formed and is predicted to
track south towards us. There’s a few days before it arrives, but that puts paid to another attempt
to sail to Whangaroa.
In the afternoon I check out other anchorages in the Inlet (Crowles Bay is another great one) then
sail the 10 miles to Russell to refuel (the only petrol in Russell is at the wharf) and to reprovision.

Carefully anchored at Russell so the cannonball just misses ‘Charley’. 9 January 2022.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? See Part 2 in Next Month’s Bilgewater.
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THE 40th GULF CLASSIC IS COMING ON 12 MARCH 2022
Here’s a Story About the Very First One in 1983
Contributed by Nigel Lancaster

Always up for a challenge I say, either in the mountains or on the sea.
Sometime in 1982 Alan Ward had floated this idea that the club host a trailer yacht race around
the gulf of 100 nautical miles and at the time I thought we’ve got to be part of this. Indeed we
were one of the 12 entries in the inaugural event over the weekend 19/20 February 1983. We
had owned the Coronet 20 ‘Sasha’ for a couple of years and although an experienced crew, not
so much when it came to night sailing. I had with me my brother Dick, our father Bob, and good
friend Gordon Yates, tramper, skier and now owner of Tasman 20 ‘T Bear’.

A likely bunch of trailer yacht lads in 1983. Today looking ….., well, just a little older! From
left, Alan Ward who with Jean has since completed a global circumnavigation on 50 foot keeler
Tuatara, Nigel Lancaster who with Christine now owns Davidson 35 Passing Fancy, and Jim
Pasco who then owned Noelex 25 Blue Tango (in the background). Jim left to work in Iraq the
following year and is now the owner of Farr 1020 Acushla. All still active Squadron members.
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Nigel goes on to say ……. We didn’t really have a plan for this trip, just play it by ear and see how
the conditions pan out. What should be remembered though is that throughout the 1980’s none
of us had a GPS and we navigated with a torch, a paper chart and good eyesight. We didn’t have
a log on ‘Sasha’ and only a trusty CB radio to communicate back to base with, but they were good
radios though.
The course for year one: Start 1200hrs in Kawakawa Bay, 10-15 knot easterlies across to the Cow
Island off Coromandel Harbour, to Thumb Point, Rakino Island, Rangitoto Light, Motuihe Channel,
north passing Owhanake Bay, to Thumb Point, to the bottom of Ponui Island, up the Waiheke
Channel through Ruthe passage and back to the finish. 100nm approx.
On reflection, at no time were we pressed with fresh conditions and at night the conditions
continued to be favourable. Our log book records: Motuihe Channel just after midnight, 0230hrs
passing Onetangi, light north winds, 0600 passing Tarahiki Island, 0800 approaching bottom end
of Ponui island. Back up to Ruthe Passage and home by 1220hrs. 24 hours and 20mins. Good
going for a 20 foot Coronet.
But what was transpiring back at base was that the first boat in, a Ross 780, finished at as I recall
0600 or thereabouts. The guy doing the results knew how we were placed, in as much as the time
required for us to get a place. As it panned out, we were first on corrected time; ‘Harlequin’, Joker
6.7, Cedric Ingerson, second; and ‘Lynedock’, Catalina, John Willis, third. The Ross 780 ‘Minder’
skippered by Jonty Farmer was indeed first home in 19hrs 18mins some 5 hours ahead of us;
second home ‘Blue Tango’, Noelex 25, Jim Pasco, and third ‘Champagne Lady’, Farr 7500, Bob
Bennett. The easterlies persisted throughout the night as is normally the case and I still regard
averaging 4.5kts of boat speed a good effort. The prizegiving followed and largely thanks to the
generosity of sponsors Lion Breweries we enjoyed the contents of the small chilly bags and
numerous cans of the sponsor’s product.
As an aside, I did have a minor incident on board during the dawn hours when I was making a
brew on my fixed gas cooker. The kettle slipped off the stove as we rode a wave and spilt boiling
water down the back of my leg. Much to the complaints from my crew I sat on the boarding
platform dragging my leg in the water to cool things off. This only lasted a short while and I
endured considerable pain and eventually sought medical help post-race upon returning to
Hamilton. What one does in the interests of a yacht race!
Over the years this event has transpired into a major event for the club. By the early 1990’s we
had the support of a number of sponsors including the supply of the very large marquee tent and
we were catering on a number of BBQs for the crews of in excess of 70 - 80 yachts who had
entered and turned up on Friday night and a very busy bar. Whilst challenging, it was a very
satisfying occasion for all concerned. We had an extremely good race committee responsible for
the overall running of the event and whilst we were not concerned for the state of crews on Friday
night, we were however strict on safety.
For many years I had the responsibility of doing the safety inspections on all competitors which
by and large went extremely well other than the odd few who had very old, tatty and obviously
out of date flares……. “Find new flares or no entry”. The other issue I found was that many visiting
yachts were simply race boats, not cruising yachts like our own club boats. Inadequate batteries
were a common problem but this didn’t become an issue until the wee hours when the lights were
15
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dimming and radio comms became an issue. Some yachts fitted with small motorcycle batteries
or of a similar size didn’t last the distance and I don’t doubt that a similar problem would exist
today. But I have to say that “all” crews accepted the checks in the good spirit that was required.

Crew of Coronet 20 ‘Sasha’, Gulf Classic 1983

I had upgraded the Coronet by 1990 and began a long stint in our Joker 820. In 1994 and 1996
we had good results with two firsts on corrected time, which in a fleet of near 30 boats was very
satisfying. ‘Hydrous’ was performing well. In 1999, conditions were good at the start with NE
throughout the day, and memories of a long reach from the Cow to Rangitoto Light. However,
with the wind going round to the north, conditions turned nasty as darkness settled over the fleet
and the onset of heavy rain as a front approached. Adding to this were winds freshening and
constant lightning and thunder for an hour or so as we reached along the Tamaki Strait. We tacked
up the Waiheke Channel in heavy rain and very fresh winds, the three of us constantly talking
about where we thought we were; short tacks all the way to Pakatoa.
Passing mark boat ‘Bellatrix’ anchored in the lee of Pakatoa Island was always a good moment
and a morale booster to hear Joy Homewood’s voice on the radio. As we rounded the reef north
of the island we could see the Ross 780 sitting on the rocks, lights ablaze inside the cabin, the lads
having a rum and coke no doubt. Little else to do until either dawn or the tide returned. The boys
on ‘Columbine’ had also come to grief on the small reef east of Ruthe passage. All were evacuated
by Coastguard and within a week those available had recovered ‘Columbine’ and returned the
damaged boat back to Hamilton. On board ‘Hydrous’ we rounded the reef off Pakatoa, set a poled
out headsail for a very, very fast flat run the length of Rotoroa and Ponui Islands to finish safely
by around 0230hrs. 16.5 hrs is an extremely fast time and with some good fast times on some
legs of the course, that’s an average of 6 knots!
Nigel Lancaster
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DETAILS OF OUR 2022 GULF CLASSIC ENDURANCE RACE
11 – 13 March 2022
Our flagship open sailing event, the Gulf Classic, is scheduled for the weekend of 11 to 13 March
2022. On behalf of the Gulf Classic organising committee, I invite all Squadron skippers to get
your entry in this year, so we achieve a strong field of Waikato boats, and show the strength of
the sailing community here in the Waikato. A quick and simple electronic Entry Form, plus the
Notice of Race (NOR) and Course Information can be found on the Squadron website.
To assist with information, here are a few pointers as to the running of the event.
Courses and Divisions: There will be 4 divisions racing over 3 different courses:
Course A – 80 nautical Miles – will be raced by the keeler division and large trailer yachts having
an NZTYA rating of 0.850 or higher, who understand they may be racing through to the early hours
of Sunday morning.
Course B – 60 Nautical Miles – will be raced by trailer yachts having an NZTYA rating of 0.810 or
higher. This is the division we award the Gulf Classic Trophy to. Expect a sailing time of 12 - 15
hours to get around this course, so there may be some night sailing.
Course C – 40 Nautical Miles – to be raced by trailer yachts having an NZTYA rating of 0.700 or
higher. This course is around Waiheke Island, including the Tamaki Strait and Waiheke Channel.
It should be completed in daylight hours.
Racing: Starts from 1000 hours on Saturday 12 March 2022.
Crew: Your crew will need to have some experience and there is an extensive safety listing
required of skippers. Minimum crewing level is 2 people (over 16 years age) including the skipper.
Full details are in the NOR on the Squadron website www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz.
Safety: We have a very experienced Race Officer running this event, ably assisted by a fully crewed
committee boat. In addition, we use Coastguard to monitor fleet progress, by way of VHF call
points, and a tracking app on your smartphone to see where all boats are located. See the NOR
for further details.
Briefing and Prizegiving: The Briefing is at 2030 hours on Friday 11 March 2022 in the sports bar
of the Maraetai Beach Boating Club. This is a time for a social catchup with your fellow sailors,
and a BBQ meal will be available. Prizegiving is at 1000 hours on Sunday 13 March in the upstairs
lounge of the Maraetai Club. A buffet breakfast will be available. Apart from trophy and prizes
for line and handicap winners, there is always an extensive “spot prize” table for crew and skipper
prizes. Please note that our use of the Maraetai Club facility means we need to comply with their
Covid requirements. They operate a vaccinated only site and everyone attending the clubhouse
will need to show their vaccine pass. They have arranged for us to have separate areas to
undertake our activities. We will have exclusive use of the sports bar on the Friday night with
entry by way of the stairwell, and not through the main entrance, with no crossover to the upstairs
lounge. On Sunday we will have exclusive use of the upstairs lounge.
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Sponsors: We are very well supported for this event by a very loyal group of sponsors, whom we
ask all members to support to the greatest of their ability, when requiring boat maintenance or
sailing equipment.
Burnsco – expect plenty of vouchers and merchandise to be up for winning.
North Sails – Norths have continued to support the Waikato Gulf Classic. Look out for sail
vouchers and merchandise on the prize table.
Alpha Electrical, Hamilton – your “go to” supplier for heat pumps. Brett always supplies a great
prize.
Mt Gay Rum – enough said!
Auto-Trail, Hamilton – always good to win trailer and tool parts!
Eastern Marine, Pine Harbour – maybe a voucher to use on your next service?
Pine Harbour Electrical – Ryan is one of our longest serving sponsors so look out for electronic
goodies.
Fineline Ropes – new sheets and lines could be up for grabs.
Top Catch, Beachlands – you could get to update some fishing gear?
With three trailer yacht divisions to choose from, there is something to suit all levels of sailing in
our Squadron. We do appreciate your support.
Murray Pearce
Chair, Gulf Classic Committee

Our Gulf Classic Sponsors

Pine Harbour Electrical

Top Catch, Beachlands
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PONUI TRAILER YACHT RACE REPORT - 29 January 2022
A good fleet of 14 trailer yachts lined up at the Sandspit beacon under the watchful eye of race
starters Nigel and Linda McCarter on ‘High Time’. What had initially looked to be a building
easterly breeze turned out to be very light and fickle, on a scorching hot day, with the added issue
of a tide to contend with at various times. Nevertheless it was, as always, a very enjoyable race
and day.
In fact the breeze became so light just before the start that several boats who had tested the
upwind sailing angles off the line, struggled to get back to the line in time for the start.
Flip Rayner and crew on Gazelle ‘Escargot’ timed their start perfectly, crossing the line at speed.
However, not long after, an early break was made by Hugh Beecroft on Elliott 7.4 ‘E Type 2’ who
tacked early towards Ponui and picked up some extra breeze that the rest of us could only rue
from a distance. Hugh’s motto of “you never win by following everyone else” proved the order
of the day as he and the (very quick in a light breeze) Hepburn Ross 780 ‘Ghost Train’ snuck around
the first rocky point. They both put a good distance on the rest of fleet that would remain that
way until the finish line several hours later.
Meanwhile, the 12 other battlers struggled in a breeze that gradually died even further.
For us it seemed that getting around every headland, point or rock outcrop became a battle.
Typical of this was early on just laying a rock outcrop, then being knocked at the last minute and
having to tack. Tacking and laying again and then being knocked again, and yet another short tack
to get around, but now with a fishing boat in the way – all of which is no way to win a race!
While making these short, slow tacks we could only watch on, bemused as Flip’s ‘Escargot’ had
the momentum to slide past like a snail very close to the rocks, without making a single tack. Flip
(who of course we know is not averse to having the odd connection with a rock – a la Great Barrier
Island, complete with the boat filling with water) said he had the crew peering over the bow and
to leeward to make sure there were no rogue rocks in the way. However his glee at sneaking past
several of us was short lived as he fell into a windless hole and the positions then reversed.
As we crept up the east side of Ponui Island the fleet gradually spread out and several boats at
the back of the fleet advised they were pulling out as they were making little progress or even
going backwards.
For our part, eventually on a tight reach under spinnaker, we became locked in a battle all the
way to the Ruthe Passage with eventual handicap and championship winner Rob Ebert and crew
on Young 6 metre ‘Winsome II’. Hats off to those guys as they know how to make that relatively
small boat get along at great speed.
Once we were finally around the corner and into the Ruthe Passage, the tide became everyone’s
friend rather than our enemy. For many of the boats further back I understand getting around
and into the Passage became a real battle. It was then a spinnaker run down the west side of
Ponui to Kauri Point. Great to see a large number of the fleet flying spinnakers.
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Hats off to Rob Ebert and crew on ‘Winsome ll’ taking out both the handicap and championship
honours, and by a good margin! Sailing alongside us here as we head up the east side of Ponui
near Bryant’s Bay. Note Winsome ll’s two other crew are in the cabin for weight distribution
– no transom drag on that boat! Oh, and what sail number is that!

As we approached Kauri Point, thankfully the breeze started to increase quite nicely. We thought
we could see (unfortunately way in the distance) the red spinnaker of Hugh’s ‘E Type 2’. But then
it couldn’t be him because it was now heading towards the Sky Tower. Oh, now it’s heading back
to Ponui. Now it’s heading back to the Sky Tower! It turns out it was Hugh and in his words “it’s
time I learnt to take my spinnaker down before, not after, Kauri Point”, as on rounding the point
the spinnaker blew back on the mast and wrapped itself nicely around the forestay! Much as it
was very thoughtful of Hugh to put ‘E Type 2’ into a spin to help the rest of us to catch up, it wasn’t
enough to make a meaningful difference.
Hugh wasn’t the only one to have spinnaker blow back issues at Kauri Point. ‘Ghost Train’ and
ours did the same, but we managed to get ours flying again nicely on a tight reach but it didn’t
last long with the breeze continuing to swirl off Ponui, so we ditched it.
‘Ghost Train’ was first over the line, with Hugh crossing 10 minutes later, then ‘Winsome II’, and
us a few minutes after ‘Winsome ll’.
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A special mention to some of the mid-fleet boats that did particularly well in the conditions and
to the two tail enders (just over two minutes between them at the finish line) who didn’t give up
despite finishing two hours after the first boat home.
Full race results are below.
Bilgewater Ed.

TY HANDICAP RESULTS (Halsail)
Place

Boat Name

Design

Helm

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Winsome ll
Ghost Train
E Type 2
Charley
High Time
Aperitif
Escargot
Fantasia
Charis
Farr Away
Portfolio
Indulgence
Falkor

Young 6
Ross 780
Elliott 7.4
Noelex 25
Noelex 25
Joker 820
Gazelle
Joker 820
Noelex 25
Farr 6000
Noelex 25
Noelex 25
Joker 820

14

Squirt

Van
Dieman

R Ebert
J Hepburn
H Beecroft
T Hayward
N McCarter
G Reeve
F Rayner
R Bonnett
K Arbuckle
A Jones
A King
B Gordon
W
Johnstone
S Thomson

Elapsed
Time
4:27:43
4:06:00
4:16:20
4:31:32
5:14:17
5:15:50
5:18:32
5:21:00
5:36:00
6:14:00
6:16:00
DNF
DNF
DNF

TY CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS (based on boat design rating)
Towing
Place Boat Name
Design
Helm
Dinghy
1
Winsome ll Young 6
R Ebert
No
2
E Type 2
Elliott 7.4
H Beecroft
No
3
Charley
Noelex 25
T Hayward
No
4
Ghost Train Ross 780
J Hepburn
No
5
Aperitif
Joker 820
G Reeve
Yes
6
Escargot
Gazelle
F Rayner
No
7
High Time
Noelex 25
N McCarter
Yes
8
Fantasia
Joker 820
R Bonnett
No
9
Farr Away
Farr 6000
A Jones
No
10
Charis
Noelex 25
K Arbuckle
No
11
Portfolio
Noelex 25
A King
No
12
Indulgence Noelex 25
B Gordon
No
13
Falkor
Joker 820
W
No
Johnstone
14
Squirt
Van Dieman S Thomson
No
21

Handicap
0.800
0.933
0.940
0.914
0.801
0.810
0.820
0.835
0.800
0.745
0.833
0.845
0.810

Handicap
Next
Time
Handicap
3:34:10
0.823
3:49:31
0.960
4:00:57
0.956
4:08:11
0.921
4:11:44
0.804
4:15:50
0.809
4:21:12
0.814
4:28:02
0.822
4:28:48
0.787
4:38:38
0.726
5:13:12
0.809
DNF
0.845
DNF
0.810

0.705

DNF

0.705

Elapsed
Time
4:27:43
4:16:20
4:31:32
4:06:00
5:15:50
5:18:32
5:14:17
5:21:00
6:14:00
5:36:00
6:16:00
DNF
DNF

Design
Rate
0.792
0.885
0.845
0.933
0.821
0.820
0.811
0.855
0.745
0.845
0.845
0.845
0.855

Corrected
Time
3:32:02
3:46:51
3:49:27
3:49:31
4:18:45
4:22:04
4:23:04
4:34:27
4:39:00
4:43:55
5:17:43
DNF
DNF

DNF

0.705

DNF
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It was great to catch up with everyone at the beach gathering at Green Bay after the race.

A very pleasant beach gathering at Green Bay, Ponui Island

PONUI KEELER RACE – 29 January 2022
4 keelers and catamaran ‘Royle Flush’ contested the Ponui keeler race. One keeler had to pull out
to get back on the tide while ‘Royle Flush’ was a late starter, so only three finish times were
recorded. Congratulations to Jim Pasco on ‘Acushla’ taking out the handicap and championship
honours with Murray Pearce as his chief tactician, cook and bottle washer. Rumblings were heard
about ‘Acushla’ unsportingly flying a spinnaker when the other two finishers couldn’t, but hey you
have to take what you can get, when you can!
KEELER HANDICAP RESULTS (Halsail)
Place
1
2
3

Boat Name
Acushla
Audrey
Sorrento

Design

Helm

Farr 1020
Hanse 370e
Dufour 40

J Pasco
B O’Brien
J Lundy

Elapsed
Time
5:50:25
5:58:30
5:56:50
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Handicap
0.742
0.790
0.794

Handicap
Next
Time
Handicap
4:20:01
0.752
4:43:13
0.785
4:43:20
0.789
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AROUND THE FLEET ………….
It has been heartening to see a good number of Squadron boats back on the water ever since the
opening of the Auckland border, and to see several new members’ boats now in the Compound
at Kawakawa Bay.
During this past month we have had the Rocky Bay Race, a successful New Years Eve on-the-water
Training Day followed by drinks on Dean and Nola’s keeler Masterplan, plus the Ponui Race (see
reports earlier on in this Bilgewater issue).
It has also been good to see the number of boats out cruising – day sails, short trips, long trips, a
couple of boats up to the Bay of Islands, the Mercury Islands, Coromandel, Great Barrier Island
and many in the Inner Gulf Islands. Long may our sailing be able to continue in these Covidaffected times!

A Recent Conversation
I was recently discussing chartplotter options with a couple of our members who are new to
sailing. For anonymity, lets call them ‘him’ and ‘her’. The conversation goes like this:
Him - “I have this amazing smartwatch that does just about everything a chart plotter does, but
just doesn’t show the charts”.
Then later in the conversation ……..
Him - We tried to sail over to Rakino a while ago but it was simply too rough and a bit stressful, so
we turned around and came back.
Her - We were part of the way back across to Waiheke when I spotted something big in the water
and excitedly said Oh look there’s a whale, just over there! Look, look, look, a whale!”.
Him - (in a very terse voice) “I can’t look at whales now, I’m concentrating on steering through
these waves to keep us alive!”
Him - “And if all this drama isn’t enough, the alarm then goes off on my smartwatch. Whatever is
happening? What’s gone wrong with the world now? Another tsunami perhaps!”
It turned out that his smartwatch was telling him that his heart rate had reached a dangerous
level!

Go sailing and relax they say………….!!!!!
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The crew of ‘Royle Flush’ at the Green Bay, Ponui beach gathering on 29 January

Unfortunately Chris and Ness’ Noelex 25 ‘Suzie’ is currently off the water awaiting
a new rudder blade, but this photo should enthuse her to get back out sailing soon.
Alan and Tracey-Lee’s Young 77 ‘Signs of Life’ is also temporarily out of action
awaiting trailer galvanizing. We hope you’re all back soon!
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More News
Exciting news that having purchased Moody 42 keeler ‘Masterplan’, Dean and Nola Herrmann
have now resigned from their jobs and are renting their house out to spend the next year cruising.
That will initially be in NZ due to Covid issues and I’m happy to hear we’ll continue to see them at
Squadron events. Perhaps off overseas once the world settles down.

Steve and Liz Guest have also sold their Joker 6.7 ‘Joker’ (advertised in last month’s Bilgewater the original Joker I understand) as they progress plans for joint ownership of a catamaran or
keeler. I can’t wait to see what they come up with and we hope we will still see them at our
events.

While out at Rotoroa Island on Sunday 30 January, Jo and I came across one of our new member
families, the Zhang family and their Beale 850 ‘Old Tawny’. What a great boat - I was impressed
with some of the gear on board, including sheet winches that are “ten times” the size of our tiny
one. The Zhangs live in Howick and Karol is also an Opti sailor.

‘Old Tawny’, Rotoroa Island. From left Karol, Jimmy, Janet and Kent Zhang
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FURTHER IDEAS ON BOAT LIFTS AND REMOVING KEELS
Contributed by Phil Plimmer

The articles and photos in the December Bilgewater about extracting the keel from ‘Aperitif’ and
how ‘Signs of Life’ was lifted off her trailer, spurred Phil Plimmer to send these two photos that
show additional techniques he has used on his boats.

This photo shows a skateboard trolley as a means to move a heavy Farr
6000 keel around and then to align it for reinstallation (a swing keel)

In this photo, Phil says Noelex 25 ‘Gingerbread Man’ was lifted off her
trailer by suspending the bow from a chain hoist while the trailer was
wriggled out and the yacht then lowered onto blocks

26

Bilgewater February 2022

SPOT QUIZ - WHO’S THE BETTER NEGOTIATOR?
- our Commodore or our Secretary?
Our Commodore scored this honey of an 18 foot skiff, with self draining features, for just $1.50!

Meantime our Secretary picked up this Noelex 22 for $0. Yep, that’s zippo!!
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WHERE WAS THIS?

Our previous “where is this” was quite difficult, at least for me. It was Rangiahua Island, part of
the Broken Islands at Great Barrier Island. I’ve been past there, but not on this side of Rangiahua.

AND WHERE IS THIS?
A recent addition to the Compound is Bonito Aquarius ‘Uhuru ll’, owned by Clive and Marie Tarry
who live at Te Kauwhata. Can you identify the bay below where they were recently anchored?
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NOTICE OF RACE
TARAHIKI – Keeler and Trailer Yacht Divisions
DATE: Saturday 26 February 2022.
START TIME: 1000 hours for trailer yachts, 1030 hours for keelers.
RACING INSTRUCTIONS: Shall be in accordance with the “standard instructions for non-regatta
races” except for those that are altered by these sailing instructions.
ENTRIES: To the Race Officer via VHF Channel 77 by 0930 hours for trailer yachts and 1000 hours
for keelers, advising name of yacht and number of crew on board.
DIVISIONS: The race will consist of one keeler division and one trailer yacht division.
RACE BRIEFING: 0935 hours for trailer yachts and 1005 hours for keelers, by VHF radio channel
77 where the respective Race Officer will advise of any changes to the course or racing
instructions.
COURSE:

Trailer Yachts – From the start line at Kawakawa Bay to Sandspit Beacon to PORT –
to the Waiheke Channel keeping Ponui, Rotoroa and Pakatoa to STB – to Tarahiki
Island to STB – to the finish line at the Ruthe Passage.
Keelers – From the start line at Pine Harbour to the Waiheke Channel keeping
Ponui, Rotoroa, and Pakatoa to STB – to Tarahiki Island to STB – to the finish line at
Ruthe Passage.

START LINE: Trailer Yachts - Between the start boat and a position (i.e. moored boat or other
marker) to be advised by the Race Officer.
Keelers - Will be off Pine Harbour, between the nominated start boat and the
Dennis Rock cardinal mark to the northwest of Motukaraka Island.
FINISH LINE: Trailer Yachts and Keelers – In the Ruthe Passage between the channel Port marker
and a point on Rotoroa Island directly beneath the large sculpture on the
headland. Please record your own finish times in GPS time hrs/min/sec.
All skippers, to advise their respective Race Officer of finish time at the completion of the race.
The preferred method of advising your finish time is via WhatsApp, or by VHF channel 77 or text.
DINGHIES: Allowance will be made for towing dinghies (trailer yacht open championship only.)
RACE OFFICERS: Trailer Yachts – Flip Rayner (021-354 773). Keelers – David Douglas (021-121
0760).
A beach gathering location will be advised at the race briefing. The Squadron BBQ will be in
attendance. Yachts wanting to participate in the gathering, but not the race, are most welcome.
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NOTICE OF RACE
MOTUIHE – Keeler and Trailer Yacht Divisions
(To Islington Bay Motutapu or Owhanake Bay Waiheke)
DATE: Saturday 12 February 2022.
START TIME: 1000 hours for trailer yachts, 1030 hours for keelers.
RACING INSTRUCTIONS: Shall be in accordance with the “standard instructions for non-regatta
races” except for those that are altered by these sailing instructions.
ENTRIES: To the Race Officer via VHF Channel 77 by 0930 hours for trailer yachts and 1000 hours
for keelers, advising name of yacht and number of crew on board.
DIVISIONS: The race will consist of one keeler division and one trailer yacht division.
RACE BRIEFING: 0935 hours for trailer yachts and 1005 hours for keelers, by VHF radio channel
77 where the respective Race Officer will advise of any changes to the course or racing
instructions.
COURSE:

Trailer Yachts – From the start line in Ammunition Bay south of the wharf through
the Tamaki Strait, keeping Motuihe Island to STB and Browns Island to PORT, to the
finish line at the entrance to Islington Bay, Rangitoto.
Trailer Yachts Alternative Course - From the start line in Ammunition Bay south of
the wharf through the Tamaki Strait, to Sergeants Channel, keeping Crusoe Island
to STB, to the finish line at Owhanake Bay, Waiheke Island.
Keelers – From the start line at Pine Harbour to and through Sergeants Channel, to
Rakino Island keeping Rakino to PORT, then through the Rakino Channel keeping
Motutapu Island to STB, to the finish line at the entrance to Islington Bay, Rangitoto.
Refer to course 5 in the handbook.

START LINE: Trailer Yachts - Between the nominated start boat and a nominated landmark
(most likely a power pole) on the shore south of the Ammunition Bay Wharf.
Keelers - Will be off Pine Harbour, between the nominated start boat and the
Dennis Rock cardinal mark to the northwest of Motukaraka Island.
FINISH LINE: A line between the Emu Point headland at the entrance to Islington Bay and the
yellow ferry lane buoy 0.3 NM to the southeast of the headland (at 36o 48.03’S,
174o 55.05’E). All yachts will record their own finish time according to GPS time in
hrs/min/sec and where possible record the name of the yachts finishing
immediately in front and behind them. They should, then, advise the Race Officer
of their finish time after the Race Officer has completed the course. The preferred
method of advising your finish time is via WhatsApp, or by VHF channel 77 or text.
Note:

If weather conditions require a course change, the finish line for both divisions will
be at the entrance to Owhanake Bay on Waiheke Island. This finish line shall extend
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from the house on the southern headland at the entrance to Owhanake Bay (at 36o
46.30’S, 174o 59.30’E) to the northern headland (at 36o 46.11’S, 174o 59.63’E). All
yachts will record their own finish time according to GPS time in hrs/min/sec and
where possible record the name of the yachts finishing immediately in front and
behind them. They should, then, advise the Race Officer of their finish time after
the Race Officer has completed the course.
Any change to the course will be advised at the briefing prior to the start of the
race.
DINGHIES: Allowance will be made for towing dinghies (trailer yacht open championship only.)
RACE OFFICERS: Trailer Yachts – James Hepburn (021-477 324). Keelers – Don Woolerton (027491 2939).
A beach gathering location will be advised at the race briefing. The Squadron BBQ will be in
attendance. Yachts wanting to participate in the gathering, but not the race, are most welcome.
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