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Our first and foremost objective is to encourage and support

safe family sailing T both cruising and racing
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The season is rapidly drawing to a conclusidhthe time of writing this comment we have four
eventsremaining, spread over two week3.he Trailer Yachts have a night race and round the
buoys racing this weekendlhen next weekend we have the Coromandel race, Fishing contest,
and Mercury Bay cruise to finish the season.

It has certainly been a frantend complicated season and | am very grateful to @enmittee
for helping navigate this complicated and ever changing landscape and | am grateful to the wider
club for their understanding and support.

Since the last edition of Bilgewater we have run two club evehtst weekend we had the
delayed Tarahiki race for Keelerfhe weekend before we had the HooRay race for Trailer

Yachts.You will find race reports in this editiolhank you talim and Hugh for running these
events.

As we head into these final races of the season there has developed a very close battle at the top
of the TY leadeoard so it will be interesting to see where that endill it be Hugh or will it be
Tim?

Also snce the last Bilgewater we had our annual Gulf Clagsdurance race Despite the
challenges of late, this event continues to growhis is largely thanks to the efforts of the
organising committee and in particular the efforts of Murray BeaMurrayin particular put in

a monumental effort and he can be very proud of the success of this eVéig.year the weather
didn't play ball but thanks to Rolan&pirigwe were able to complete all races in the expected
timeframe.

My Gulf Classic didn't goel at all!!! | managed to get my boa# D K 2 & (i out¢oNdhek y Q

breakwater at kwakawaBap SF2NBE Y& Sy 3IAyS Odzi dzhienfoyh® & 2 dzf Ry ¢
ourselves on the rocks and unable to move with a bit of a swdlit was 11:30 at night we

disaissed calling Coagtard to get a tow, but it seemed crazy to get them to tow us from the

Kawakawa Bay boat ramp, back to the Kawakawa Bay boat ramp!!!

So instead | walked the boat back around the rock wall (in bare féég)were both over it at this
point, so decided to put the boat back in t@empound, dress our wounds, wash off the blood,
and drive home.l was still pulling bits of oyster shell out of my feet three days later!!!

A couple of days later | had a call from Jim Pasco offering toshiamed at my motor.After seeing
the list of things he had to fix on it, it is a miracle it ran at @hanks Jim, hopefully | can do a
better job of motor maintenance in the future!

| would also like to thank Nigel Lancaster for his presentationsatnieonth’'sNog H Natter. |
enjoyed hearing some of the little tricks (particularly arodreshwater supplie$ and it was neat
to see some ideas of good anchoragés. always, it was great to see some of the old photos.
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Some othereminders from me.

As we head into winter it would be great if eaGmpound member could have a quick tidy up
around their spacelf we all do our part we should be able to keep the place looking gi&at.
will, hopefully, have a working bee soon ta ¢fee Compoundeady for winter.

If you are bringing your boat home for the winter, it would be a good idea to give your trailer a
good once over (we don't need a repeat of some of the stories of last seaShegk your wheels
turn freely, check the catition of your tyres, check your brakes work, check for riisis always

a good idea to pull over after a few kilometres and check the temperature of your wHetisy

are hot, you may have a wheel bearing or brake issue which should be solveel the¥arg home.

Finally, coming up we have our end of year prizegiving and ABiM.year | will be stepping down
as Commodore, so it would bgelpful if members could start considering joining the
Committee. We have a greafommittee. Joining is a g way to give service to thBquadron
so that we can continue to be a strong and succesduladron

Anyone who would like to join theommittee, or who would be interested in Commodore or Vice
Commodoreaoles pleasefeel free to contact me so that weanhave a chat about it angrepare
your homination.

James Hepburn
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efareeKsssing the Kawakawa Bay Rocks and Oysters!!

@hostTrain 6 i n HappiieWelB
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KAWAKAWA BAY TO WHANGAREI AND RETURN
{ITAfAy3 b2StSE Hp W KINRAQ

Contributed by Ged  and Kay Arbuckle

What a fun time we had at the end of February, taking on the mighty Bream Bay to enjoy the
Whangarei Harbour and all its delights

Pre-sail Job 1g Jb halyard retrieved fromthe mast withan extending house brush and triple
hooklure. Tick (This proved to be the only item the lure caught!)

Great Skills There Ged!

Night 1- Owhanake Baywaiheke- sailing and motorsailingThere was a smaller number of
vessels thamve haveseen before.
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Night 2-{ 020G Qa [ YyRAY3AZ I Rverildyfic withilotNdh vessdls, sarheK dzNJ y 3 A
unfortunately a bit neglected looking.

Day and Night 3 an early start for the long Bream Bay leghead wind and not strongo 10.5
hours motor sailing to Meod Bay- the second bay withinvhangarei tdrbour.

Day 4 (Tuesday traffic stopping dayas the road bridge was raised to all&hari€xhrough

to the Whangarei ®wn Basin. This was after 3 hours motoring up the shipping channels from
McLeod BayThanks to Tim for helping us work out the height of the mast as required by the
Bridge Controller.
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Charis Stopping Traffic!

Days 4 and bwere spent at théTown Basienjoying the showers! restaurants and the awesome
Hundertwasser museumkay took a nice walk to theafhaka memorial which gave panoramic
views over Whangarei and beyondll worthwhile to visit. Charis did need a cleafterwards
due to the quality of the water in the basin.

Parihaka Memorial

l'YR a2 (0KS NXB{dzNY ® -waiting §orkhd Weatier td-séttle & biNThedzK | NIi Q &
first day we headed out but returned due to the roughness of the seElawever, we had a
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fabulous sail into Parua Bay, managing to locate the tavelungh Beecroft informs us that there
has been many a sailor visiting it over the years

Friday- brought on the dng haul back to Vivian Bay, Kawau IslaAdd long it was, with a light
head wind (how very typical) and a Parsun motor that objected éortlugh seas the day before
and had to be nursed alond\nother 10+ hours of motorsailing ended at the beautiful Vivian Bay,
which is worth another visit for the reserve on the headland.

And so, to Saturday a fresh wind to start withwhich died aftera couple of hours.By now
Parsun was over,iso onto the scene comeédini Mercury (all 2 hp of motor) which increased the
rate by 23 knots! It was a pleasure to reach Islington Bay after another long day and meet up
withthe{ lj dzZr RN2 y Q& racrs) whb,Ko8, had had §uite the day on the water.

Mini Mercury Exhausted Parsun in the Cabin

(Spare anchor perhaps? i Bilgewater Ed.)

Thanks to Hugh (again) for the use of his oil to allow us to return to Kawakawa Bay under the
surging 2 stroke hp d¥lini Mercury, along with a bit of wind in a not unreasonable time of 5
hours.

Was it worth it? Absolutely nothing beats being on the lory and seeing the country from a
different perspective, aided by some delicious meals and good company.

Ged and Kay Arbuckle

Noel ex 25 6Chari sbo



