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DIRECTORY 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
2021/2022 

 
 Committee Member Portfolio   Contact 
 James Hepburn Commodore and   021 477 324 
  Race Officer Trailer Yachts 
 Jim Pasco Treasurer and   021 143 1199 
  Race Officer Keelers 
 Greg Reeve Secretary and Handbook    
 Murray Pearce Sponsorship, Handicap Admin 027 495 1223 
  and Gulf Classic Liaison   
 Flip Rayner Website, Facebook,  021 354 773 
  YNZ and NZTYA Liaison 
 Tim Hayward Bilgewater Editor   027 444 5902 
 Andrew Jones Social Coordinator and  022 326 1993 
  Handicap Admin  

      
Non-Committee Portfolios 

 Dean Herrmann Seamanship Training  027 437 4001 
 Hugh Beecroft Compound Convenor  027 496 7033 
 David Whitburn Compound Site Manager  027 384 1014 
   

Website: www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz 
Email: waikatoyachtsquadron@gmail.com 

         :        Waikato Yacht Squadron  
 

PO Box 4263, HAMILTON 3247 
 

Our first and foremost objective is to encourage and support  

safe family sailing ï both cruising and racing  

  

http://www.waikatoyachtsquadron.org.nz/
mailto:waikatoyachtsquadron@gmail.com
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/haah5hw9Ω{ /haa9b¢ 
 
The season is rapidly drawing to a conclusion.  At the time of writing this comment we have four 
events remaining, spread over two weeks.  The Trailer Yachts have a night race and round the 
buoys racing this weekend.  Then next weekend we have the Coromandel race, Fishing contest, 
and Mercury Bay cruise to finish the season. 
 
It has certainly been a frantic and complicated season and I am very grateful to the Committee 
for helping navigate this complicated and ever changing landscape and I am grateful to the wider 
club for their understanding and support. 
 
Since the last edition of Bilgewater we have run two club events.  Last weekend we had the 
delayed Tarahiki race for Keelers.  The weekend before we had the Hooks Bay race for Trailer 
Yachts.  You will find race reports in this edition.  Thank you to Jim and Hugh for running these 
events. 
 
As we head into these final races of the season there has developed a very close battle at the top 
of the TY leader board so it will be interesting to see where that ends.  Will it be Hugh or will it be 
Tim? 
 
Also since the last Bilgewater we had our annual Gulf Classic endurance race.  Despite the 
challenges of late, this event continues to grow.  This is largely thanks to the efforts of the 
organising committee and in particular the efforts of Murray Pearce.  Murray in particular put in 
a monumental effort and he can be very proud of the success of this event.  This year the weather 
didn't play ball, but thanks to Roland Spirig we were able to complete all races in the expected 
timeframe. 
 
My Gulf Classic didn't go well at all!!!  I managed to get my boat ΨDƘƻǎǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴΩ out of the 
breakwater at Kawakawa Bay ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ Ŏǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  We then found 
ourselves on the rocks and unable to move with a bit of a swell.  As it was 11:30 at night we 
discussed calling Coastguard to get a tow, but it seemed crazy to get them to tow us from the 
Kawakawa Bay boat ramp, back to the Kawakawa Bay boat ramp!!!   
 
So instead I walked the boat back around the rock wall (in bare feet).  We were both over it at this 
point, so decided to put the boat back in the Compound, dress our wounds, wash off the blood, 
and drive home.  I was still pulling bits of oyster shell out of my feet three days later!!! 
 
A couple of days later I had a call from Jim Pasco offering to have a look at my motor.  After seeing 
the list of things he had to fix on it, it is a miracle it ran at all.  Thanks Jim, hopefully I can do a 
better job of motor maintenance in the future! 
 
I would also like to thank Nigel Lancaster for his presentation at last month's Nog Ψn Natter.  I 
enjoyed hearing some of the little tricks (particularly around fresh water supplies) and it was neat 
to see some ideas of good anchorages.  As always, it was great to see some of the old photos. 
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Some other reminders from me. 
 
As we head into winter it would be great if each Compound member could have a quick tidy up 
around their space.  If we all do our part we should be able to keep the place looking great.  We 
will, hopefully, have a working bee soon to get the Compound ready for winter. 
 
If you are bringing your boat home for the winter, it would be a good idea to give your trailer a 
good once over (we don't need a repeat of some of the stories of last season).  Check your wheels 
turn freely, check the condition of your tyres, check your brakes work, check for rust.  It is always 
a good idea to pull over after a few kilometres and check the temperature of your wheels.  If they 
are hot, you may have a wheel bearing or brake issue which should be solved before driving home. 
 
Finally, coming up we have our end of year prizegiving and AGM.  This year I will be stepping down 
as Commodore, so it would be helpful if members could start considering joining the 
Committee.  We have a great Committee.  Joining is a great way to give service to the Squadron 
so that we can continue to be a strong and successful Squadron. 
 
Anyone who would like to join the Committee, or who would be interested in Commodore or Vice 
Commodore roles, please feel free to contact me so that we can have a chat about it and prepare 
your nomination. 
 
James Hepburn 
 
 

 
óGhost Train ô in Happier Times ï Well Before Kissing the Kawakawa Bay Rocks and Oysters!!  
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KAWAKAWA BAY TO WHANGAREI AND RETURN 
{ŀƛƭƛƴƎ bƻŜƭŜȄ нр Ψ/ƘŀǊƛǎΩ 

 

Contributed by Ged and Kay Arbuckle  

 
What a fun time we had at the end of February, taking on the mighty Bream Bay to enjoy the 
Whangarei Harbour and all its delights! 
 

Pre-sail Job 1 ς Jib halyard retrieved from the mast with an extending house brush and triple 
hook lure.  Tick!  (This proved to be the only item the lure caught!) 
 

 
Great Skills There Ged!  

 

Night 1 - Owhanake Bay, Waiheke - sailing and motorsailing.  There was a smaller number of 
vessels than we have seen before. 
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Night 2 - {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀƘǳǊŀƴƎƛ River.  Idyllic with lots of vessels, some 
unfortunately a bit neglected looking. 
 

 
 

Day and Night 3 - an early start for the long Bream Bay leg.  A head wind and not strong, so 10.5 
hours motor sailing to McLeod Bay - the second bay within Whangarei Harbour. 
 

Day 4 (Tuesday) ς traffic stopping day, as the road bridge was raised to allow ΨCharisΩ through 
to the Whangarei Town Basin. This was after 3 hours motoring up the shipping channels from 
McLeod Bay. Thanks to Tim for helping us work out the height of the mast as required by the 
Bridge Controller. 
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Charis Stopping Traffic!  

 

Days 4 and 5 - were spent at the Town Basin enjoying the showers! restaurants and the awesome 
Hundertwasser museum.  Kay took a nice walk to the Parihaka memorial which gave panoramic 
views over Whangarei and beyond.  All worthwhile to visit.  Charis did need a clean afterwards 
due to the quality of the water in the basin. 
 

       
       Parihaka Memorial                      The View                 First Glimpse of the Museum  

 

!ƴŘ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  н ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ¦ǊǉǳƘŀǊǘΩǎ .ŀȅ - waiting for the weather to settle a bit.  The 
first day we headed out but returned due to the roughness of the sea.  However, we had a 
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fabulous sail into Parua Bay, managing to locate the tavern!  Hugh Beecroft informs us that there 
has been many a sailor visiting it over the years Χ 
 

Friday - brought on the long haul back to Vivian Bay, Kawau Island.  And long it was, with a light 
head wind (how very typical) and a Parsun motor that objected to the rough seas the day before 
and had to be nursed along.  Another 10+ hours of motorsailing ended at the beautiful Vivian Bay, 
which is worth another visit for the reserve on the headland. 
 

And so, to Saturday - a fresh wind to start with, which died after a couple of hours.  By now 
Parsun was over it, so onto the scene comes Mini Mercury (all 2 hp of motor) which increased the 
rate by 2-3 knots!  It was a pleasure to reach Islington Bay after another long day and meet up 
with the {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ aƻǘǳƛƘŜ wŀŎŜ racers, who, too, had had quite the day on the water.  
 

    
                    Mini Mercury     Exhausted Parsun in the Cabin  

          (Spare anchor perhaps? ï Bilgewater Ed.)  

 
Thanks to Hugh (again) for the use of his oil to allow us to return to Kawakawa Bay under the 
surging 2 stroke hp of Mini Mercury, along with a bit of wind in a not unreasonable time of 5 
hours.  
 
Was it worth it? Absolutely - nothing beats being on the briny and seeing the country from a 
different perspective, aided by some delicious meals and good company.  
 

Ged and Kay Arbuckle  

Noelex 25 óCharisô 

  


